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Executive Summary

The African Union (AW European Union (EU) Innovation Agenda is a braewd and in the makingnitiative
aiming to foster the translation of Research & Innovation (R&I) endeavours into tangible positive impact
ground. It is the outcome of the firdMinisterial meeting of AU and EU Ministers of R&l of July 2020, d
which it was agreed that more needs to be done to enable R&I projects to turn into products, busin
services and jobs, in Africa and Europe. Following its drafting throughowtetine2021 the Bureau of theAU-
EUHighLevel Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) launched an onl
consultation(from 14 February to 30 June 202%) the working document of the ABU Innovation Agendéor
both private citizens and organisationsnang to obtainfeedbackon the proposed document, aridputon
potential additional and/or alternative objectives, actions, main beneficiaries, and work streams.

On the whole, 30articipations were recorded4% of whictprovided by individuals (private citizens) and 4
by organisationsThe majority of contributions (62.4%were recorded from Africa, followed khose from
Europe (32.7%}oth Africa and Europe (1.3%), North America (1.38%)ca and North Americél%) South
America(1%) Africa and Oceaniél%);and Africa, Asia and Eurog&%). Hlf the number of contributions
(50%), cara from Public Higher Education Institutiorfsllowed by those from Nowprofit or Civil Society

Organisations (15%), governmentaltidas (10%),business enterprises (8.9%and startups or business

incubators or technology hubs (5.6%

Overall, the feedback received from the consultation very much welcomed thEWAUlhnovation Agenda an
endorsed theobjectivesandactionsthat it proposes.Respondents highlighted the need to build on the go
results that have already been achieviedjoint AUEU Research & Innovation (R&poperation but also the
importance of collaborating inclusivelyacross sectorgrom the conception throughouthe implementation
phases (i.e. in the shortmedium and longterm).

The need toenhancecapacityin terms ofinfrastructure, trainingl st af f and st udenand
funding was highly mentioneddoreover,  respondents emphaséd the imporance
of monitoringandevaluating  resultéo  ensure  thesuccessful implementatioof the  Agenda.

While researchers and research institutions were deemed as key beneficiaries of the work of the Agen
importance of involving other groups was widelkaowledged, going beyond Higher Education Institutions

involving schools, local communities (in urban and rural areas), leveraging and protecting indigenotm¥n(
empowering youth, women and vulnerable ggs (persons with disabilitigacluded) anl engaging the Africa
diaspora.

Potential alditional routes of actiorwere also suggestedespecially in the shoterm and mediuraterm. The

possibility of including a sheterm and a mediurterm action explicitly focusing on agriculture, food secu
and water as well asnediumterm on infrastructure and manufacturing capacity were also raised
Further initiatives planned for the comingeeks as part of the continued stakeholder dialogue on theEAL
Innovation Agenda, will build on the findings from this consultatidre AUEU HLPD Bureau and its Work
Group on the Innovation Agendill ensurethese recommendationwill be weltreflected in the final version o
AU-EU Innovation Agenda, to be presented for adoption during the first quarter of 2023.
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1. Background: the ABU Innovation Agenda

TheAfrican Union (AUY, European Union (EU) Innovation Agendaa branénew and in themaking
initiative aiming to foster the translation of Research & Innovation (R&Igalrs intotangible
positive impact on the ground.

It is the outcome of the first evevlinisterial meeting of AU and EU Ministers &&I of July 2020
organised under the aegis of thdJEUHigh-Level Policy DialogugHLPDYPn Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI)during which it was agreed that more needs to be done to enBRl&projects to turn
into products, businesses, services and jolysAfrica and Europe

With this ambition, a preliminary, working version of the Innovation Agenda was drafted in 2021 by the
AU and the EU Commissiotsgether withAU and EU Member States and AUNEPAD. The draft
AU-EU Innovation Agenda outlind objectives and short-, medium- andlong-term actionsaccording

to the four priority areas of the ABU coopration in Science, Technology anddvation, namelyi)
Public Health (ii) Green Transition(iii) Innovation and Technologyand(iv) Capacites for ®ience In
addition, the Agenda foresees also actions for an additional area Gr@gscutting issues, spanning
across the different priority areas.

The working document of the ABU Innovation Agenda can be accessed ahgpedink here.

Following a veryositive reception by Senior Officials of the AEMJ HigH_evel Policy Dialogue on
Science, Technology and InnovatiamJanuary 2022the draft Innovation Agenda was acknowledged

by the Declaration ofthe 6" EUAU Summit 2022 of Heads of State and Government of February
2022as a means to step up scientific cooperation, to develop knowledge jointly and share technology
and expertise.

The year 2022 is dedicated tastakeholder consultation processvhich aims to gather feedback and
input from citizens and organisations on tiverking document of AUEU Innovation Agenda, to ensure
this will be agertinent as possible to societal needsdeed, the draft, working version of the AU
Innovation Agenda is consideredid A GA y 3 & # i© elzpedigl Gobe possibly updatedtie months

to come, based on the feedback and input received from stakeholders, citizens and their organisations. In
particular,s t akehol der s’ i nputs and twormeamsnitidivesthrogghduh er e d
the year namely (i) aonline pubic consultation(whose outcome is presented in this repoand (ii) a
Stakeholder Eventto take place o023 and 24November2022in Nairobi, Kenya (and online, according to a
“hybrid” format)

The final version of the ABU Innovation Agenda will then be presented for adoption atd¢beond
AU-EU Research & Innovation Ministerial meetinip thefirst quarter of 2023


https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/events/documents/final_au-eu_ia_14_february.pdf
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2. Rublic consultation: rationalaelesign and analysis

The online publiconsultation on thenvorking document of the ALEU Innovation Agendavas conceived with
t he dual goal t o b @ feedbackbn tHe proposed doaurkenthand (idpeatrors potential
additional and/or alternative objectives, actions, main beneficiaries and work streams.

To do so, an online survey was designed encompassing a total number of 15 questia@rsof which of
Multiple Choicetype and eight of which (i.e. Quaéshs#5, #6, #9, #11,#1 2 ‘' O#l3)#4 and#15) being
Open Only two outof eight open questions (i.e. Questio#s3 and#14) were mandatory to be answered, for
the survey to be finalised.

In addition to the 15 survey question and an introductory paragraph, the suredpage also bore PDF files of

the working document of the ABU Innovation Agenda, in English as well as translated in French, Portuguese
and Arabic. In the introductory seati, survey takers were indeed invited to read the draft of the Agenda before
answering the questions.

The online public consultation was launched on Monday, 14 February 2022, during the opening day of the EU
Africa Week (during which theé"@&UAU Summitook place). Initially planned to be closed at the end of Friday,

13 May 2022, the consultation was eventually kept open until the end of Thursday, 30 June 2022, so to gather
more feedback and input from as many stakeholders as possible.

The survey was flished and administrated using the EWSey web portal (on the url
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/IAPublicConsultatioro longer active)

The public consultation was open tontributions by either private citizens or organisations. All respondents
were provided with the opportunity to express their willingness to keep their names as anonymous and
unpublished.

The feedback and input gathered through this public consultacms anal ysed by a dedi c
t h e -hbcAnmhovation Agenda Working Group of the Higivel Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology
and I nnovation (STI)” comprising 10 public sefctor
different educational backgrounds, spanning social and natsc@nces (see Acknowledgements Section for
more details).


https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/IAPublicConsultation
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3. Findings

3.1 Participation

3.1.1 Overview and Geographical Provenance

On the whole, a total number of 303articipations were recorded(average ofapproximately 2.2
contributions/day) Of these,54% (n=163ere providedby individuals (private citizenshnd 46% (n=140py

organisations(Figure J.

Figurel ¢ Breakdown of overattontributions (n=303) by individuals and organisations

m Individual

m Organisation

In terms of geographical provenancégetmajority of contributions (62.4%; n=189) were recorded fifrica,
followed by those fromEurope (32.7%; n=99). Anuch more limited number of participationtad different
provenances such as bo#rica and Europg1.3%; n=5)North America(1.3%; n=5)Africa and North America

UK and AfricaSouth AmericaAfrica and Oceanigand Africa, Asia and Europ€.3%; n=1 for each of them
(Figures 2and 3. Please note that, for the sake of this assessment,wioeding of Africa and Europe were
employedinstead of the African Union and European Union, so to include all couctraprised within their
respective physical boundaries of such geographicaliestite.g. UK, Switzerland and Norway in the case of
Europe).
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Figure2 ¢ Provenance of contributions according to continents (percentages).
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Figure3 ¢ Provenance of contributions accordingdontinents (actual numbers)
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More than half of the total of contributions recorded frofirica (58%, n=111) came from individuals, while 42%
of them (n=72) came from organisatioriidure 4.
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Figure4 ¢ Breakdown otontributions from Africa by individuals and organisations.

m Individual

m Organisation

In the case of Europe, slightly more than half of contributions (55% of the total from Europe) came from
organisatons, with 45% of them (n=45) comingrrandividuals Figure 5.

Figure5 ¢ Breakdown of contributions from Europe by individuals and organisations.

m Individual

m Organisation

Figure 6and Figure 7provide an overview of participations according to countriggflecting either the
nationality of individual participants or theountry of origin of contributing organisation®©n the whole,
participations were recorded from1 countries 22 of whichfrom Africa, 16from Europe, 2 from Americgse.

USA and Braziynd 1 from Oceania (i.eAustralig. Among the top 10 contributing countriefye of them are

from Africali.e. Algeria(n=54; 186),South Africa(n=2; 8%) Nigeria(n=2Q 7%) Uganda(n=19; 8%6) andKenya

(n=11; 5%)] andive from Europe]i.e. Italy (n=21; 7%)France(n=17; 6%)Spain(n=11; 5%),The Netherlands
andGermany(n=10; 3%f or bot h; in the case of Germany, includi
by the survey respondejit

10
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Figure6 ¢ Overview of participations according to countries aodtinents.
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Figure7 ¢ Map of provenance of participations
(showing either nationalities of individual stakeholders or countries of origin of participating organisations).
For countries in darker colours participations in largembers were recorded than for countries in paler nuances.
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Figures 8 and 9providet h e b r e a ndividuwahvs ardanisatidnparticipations according toontinents,
grouped at continental level, for Afric&igure8) and EuropeRigure9). Overall, a remarkable number of
organisations from Algeria and France took part in the consultation.

Figure8 — Overview of participations by individuals and organisations according to African countries.
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Figure9 —Overview of participations by individuals and organisations accordiigitopearcountries.
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Table 1belowillustratesthe breakdown of participations fromnotherprovenance than either Africa or Europe.
Interestingly, 4 otiof 5 participations recorded from North America (all of them from the USA) originated from
organisations.

Tablel —Participations by individuals and organisations according to continents other than-éifilicar Europeonly.

Other continents Individuals Organisations

Africa & Europe 4 1

North America

South America

African & North America

PR R

Africa & Oceania

Asia & Europe -

1
Africa, Asia & Europe - 1
Total 8 7

3.1.2 Sectoral Background
As shown byFigure 10 on the whole half the number otontributions (50%n=153, from either individuals or
organisations, came frofaublic Higher Educatigrfollowed by those fronNon-profit or Civil Society
OrganisationgCSOs{15% n=47, governmental entities(10% n=30, business enterprise$3.5%, n=2Hand
start-ups or business incubators or technology hufis6%, n=17). If considering business enterprises and-start
ups all together, participationsom the private sectoramounted to 14% (n=43Cases in wich respondents
chose t heotherpt ii o ahe aades df associations, university networks, scientific societies, product
development partnerships (PDPBJprizon 2020 projects promotional bank and innovation agency and a-sub
contractor/member ¢ an expert panel.

Figurel0—Overview of participations (by both individuals and organisations) according to sectors.

Pubbc Higher ediscation, Mon-prafit organisation  Govemnment (national, Bussiness entefprke Oither Start-up of Dusiness  Privat

aned uding (Parast: private] or ncubator or technology A

hub ae SEar
restitutiarn
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As shown byFigure 11 the most represented backgrounds matched for both Africa and Europe, being, in
decreasing order, those of (Bublic Higher Educatiofby far the most represented), (iNon-profit or Civil
Society Organisationgiii) business enterpriss, and(v) govemmental organisatiors. Interestingly, alktart-ups

or business incubators or technology hubmarticipating in the public consultation were from the African
continent, for which they represented the"4most frequent type of organisation participating ihet survey,
together with governmental entitiesMoreover, 7 additional African stakeholders frastart-ups or busines

i ncubators or technol ogy hubs c o n the icdseu df &uropethree t h e
stakeholders working in statps or business incubators or technology hubs still took part in the survey,
although on their own behalf, as “individual s”

Only one “organisation” had a dual provenance from
Horizon 2020, encompassing research groups in both continents.

Figurell-Backgrounds ofrganisationgrom Africa andeurope joining the public consultation.

45
m Public Higher Education
41
m Non-profit Organisation or Civil Society Organisation
40
Business enterprise (Parastatal or private) or Private
sector organisation
Start-up or Business Incubator or Technology Hub
35
m Government
H Private Higher Education
30 o .
m Public Private Partnerships (PPP)
m Public Higher Education and Civil Society Organisati
25 m Research Laboratory
m Non-profit research for development organisation
20 19 m Environmental services
H University network
15 3 Scientific Society
Private, SME, Skills and Training, Technology
10 9 9 French Promotional Bank & Innovation Agency
8
77 H2020 project
5 ) . o
5 m Non-profit public research institution
2 Product-Development Partnership (PDP)
11111 1 1111 111 1
0 IIIII I I I I B Association
Africa Europe Africa & Europe

Figure 12orovides an overview of background of organisations contributing to survey from other provenances.

15
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Figurel2—Backgrounds of other organisations joining the public consultation.

3
m Non-profit Organisation or Civil
2 Society Organisation
2
m Public Higher Education
1 1 1 1
1 Business enterprise (Parastatal o1
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organisation
International Public Organisation
0
Italy, India & South India & Bulgaria USA
Africa
Africa, Asia & Europe  Asia & Europe North America

Figure 13illustrates backgrounds of individuals participating in the survey, according to different continents of
origin. As for organisations, for both Africa and Europe the most frequent top four backgrounds were, in
descending order, (iPublicHigher Education (ii) Non-profit Organisations or Civil Society OrganisatiQr(§i)
Government (iv) Start-ups or business incubators or technology hudasd (v)business enterprises

16
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Figurel3—Backgrounds ahdividualsfrom Africa and Europe joining the public consultation.
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3.2 Multiple Choice Questions/Answers

3.2.1 Analytical methodology

Answers from Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) were automatically analyses by the EUsurvey webpage,
providing the breakdown of typee f f eedback for each question alrea
numbers of respondents. The Task Force of théhdd Innovation Agenda Working Group of the HLPD Bureau
took then care of the graphical elaboration of these findings and their inteagicet within the context of each
question and taking into account the text of the draft-&U Innovation Agenda.

17
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3.2.2 Findings

3.2.2.10bjectives

The draft ALEU Innovation Agenda proposksir objectives namely (1) Make it reak, (Generatéimpact

by desigri ,  $trdngtheh people, communities and institutiofis a n d_eakn4monitdr and scale it up.
Figureldpr ovi des an overvi ew of sefausopjectivestaddtessed b@uegtionelc i at i
of the survey)Overall, all four objectives were esteemed with favourable scores, indicating their importance for
participating stakehol de{diINBMAUKSYp eXS2Ld S&l 102,Y YOH jA
received the hi ghes tneaslyc76%)amoagsthe four ebjegtives, ghlghtingats relévance
forthesur vey popul at Generate infpaci by dasignv evaz ‘“avithslavessperdentagefor
“very i mpor tamong the foub dbjective<oyet with the highest peraege f or “fairly
(26.07%). These results may be a reflection of the background of the survey population, the majority of whom
came from nompolicymaking sectors, and 50% of whom came specifically from public higher education
institution, as illstrated above.

Figurel4d¢St a k e h epratiationsof thefaur objectivesproposed by the draft AAEU Innovation Agenda.

0 ,009 0,66% 0, 009
100,00% i iiofi e % i ii(i

9
80,00% 14,52%

17,82%

60.00% 26,07%
, (0
40,00%
20,00%
0,00%

Objective 1: "Make itreal"  Objective 2: "Generate h 62300 A @3S o Yh ad SINBYE
Impact by Design” people, communities and FyR a
AyaldAalddziazyasé

21,45%

>

KSY ¢
I £

S A

O

H Highly Important Fairly Important ® Important Slightly important ® Not at all important

3.2.2.2Priority Areas

Figure 15outlinesr e s p o nfeedbadk srthe four policy priorities of the AUVEU HigH_evel Policy Dialogue
(HLPD) on Scienc&echnology and InnovatiofsTl)(addressed byQuestion 7of the survey) Overall, all four
priority areaswere assessetvith favourable scoredy stakeholders bei ng esteemed as “v
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more than 60% of survetakers The priority area of'Public Healtld received the highest scer a s ver
i mpor t ant %), highlighting itsyelevaBce for the survey populatdhen considering the percentages

of respondent s for bestth ghwvleyy i mmpot & aninhovatiom & pr i
Technologf scored the highest, with an overall percent a
i mportant"”, f o | Japneitiesdfor IBgient¢ h(a8 8 .PLIHACMealtli “ ( 86§ . ladbreen *
Transition (84 . 49 %) .

Figurel5—-St a k e h mpretiationsof thefaur priority areasof the AUEU HigH_evel Policy Dialogue (HLPD)
on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI).

0,33% 0,33%
- O O | ﬁ
s g
0% ﬁ e

80% 13,53% 25,41%

21,78% 25,08%

Public Health Green Transition  Innovation & Technology Capacities for Science

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

10%

0%

m Highly Important m Fairly Important m Important Slightly important m Not at all important

32230k LA FyR bSSRa

Through the MCQ #8 survey takers were enquired on their appreciation diviadgracksof “3 1 LJa 3 Yy SSR
that are identified in the draft document of the Innovation Agenda, namely those df) the innovation
ecosystem (ii)innovation management (iii) knowledge exchangeincludingtechnology transfer (iv)access to
financeand (v)human capacity development

Figure l6illustratesthe overview off e s p 0 n d e n t an thesé. @rethte bvhote kfour out of the five tracks

of gaps & needs were assessed‘asry important’” by at |l east 60% of responde
represent ed bnpovatiom enandgeneedtk odfeemed as “very i mportant
“human capacity developmerit was deemed as “very i mpa respamddgnts by
(77.56%)When considering response rates for both *“ver)

gained the largest percentage was that Khowledge exchange, including technology transf€32.74%),
followed byHuman Capacity Devefonent (92.41%) (difference of one response between the two),ddidess
to finance(88.45%), (iv) thnnovation ecosysten(84.49%) and (Mpnovation managemen{79.53%).
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Figurel6—St a k e h @preatiationsof the dive tracks afaps & needalentified in the work hat led to the working document
of the AUEU Innovation Agenda and there outlined.

0,00% 0,66% 334 0 9
100% % 6 % ~0.66%6, 4:93%
14,85%
0 1
80% 22,11% 19,47%
70% 24,42%
0,
60% 32,34%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
The innovation Innovation Knowledge exchange, Access to finance  Human capacity
ecosystem management including technology development
transfer
m Highly Important Fairly Important = Important Slightly important m Not at all important

3.2.2.4Actions
Question 10and its multiple choice sufuestionsenquired respondents on their apgciation ofthe actions
proposedby the draft AUEU Innovation Agend@&ection 10.Xor short-term actions Section 10.Zor medium-
term actionsand Section 10.3or long-term actions.

On the whole, the Public Consultation gathered a very podiéigdback on the Actions proposed by the working
document of the ALEU Innovation Agenda.

Considering at the feedback of “very important?”, a
on average, fotong-term actions (mean of 62.61%), flawed by short-term actions (mean of 60.21%) and
medium-term actions (mean of 57.32%). This was also the case when taking into account both feedbacks of
“very important” and “fairly important?”, foogitermw h i ¢ h
actions (mean of 85.33%), followed Ishort-term actions(mean of 84%) anchedium-term actions(mean of
82.51%)Consequently, on the average, most questions were deefneate than important (“very important
and*“fairly important’) by respondents

|. Shortterm actions

On the whole, hshortt er m acti ons excepti nguo3 (0f ed” “€ndssGreen
deemed as “very import ant Asshown idable 2 shatsetm a&tion¥%l af 2 forr e s p «
G/ F LIAOATRANS { ©8 8/ ©®8d the highest score f orshorttemnry i m
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FOGA2Y I m 2F H
two actions.

Considering the sum of the scores forot h

very

F 2 NJ oLy y ageriinihgtye ingorténSeCid¢ gtakéhaldems df thése n d o

i faidyoi r m paonrt tthe ni@p rfair nifost

appreciated actions were, in decreasing order, (i) Innovation & Technology 1; (ii) Innovation and Technology 2;

(iii) Capacities for Science 1 and (iv) Public Health JA ¢ t i ecuttind'i Grsausess 3 o f
percentage

both the
recorded

considering

percentages for

of

respondent s
bot h(72.98%)seeFigureip)or t ant ”

SCOr ¢
app

and

Table2—3 akehol der s’ shatpepraetionsaacbrdirg o areas of intervention. In bold are the highest percentage for each

category (e.g. “very important?’ “fai r | yalimpogaoth).t ant ”
Shortterm Actions % of respondent®pting for degree of appreciation
(number of respondents)
_ Very _ Fairly Important .Not at all
important |important important
Crosscutting issues; 1 of 4
“Fostering the links andetworks between the business and governm
sectors, mcludw_mg prlvatpybllc par_tne.rsh_lps (PPP),_h_lgher_Iearnlng A 66.67% | 18.819% | 13.20% 0.33%
research organisations, financial institutions and civil society (202) (57) (40) (1)
organisations, through the establishment of a dedicated consultativg
platform under the ALEU Innovation Agenda, enhancing the quality
GKS STTAOASYyOe 2F YSIFadaNBa AYL
Crosscutting issues; 2 of 4:
oDesigning mechanisms pwo-actively involve citizens in the innovatid
ecosystems, to boost active citizenship for ensuring a better and fay 54.46% | 26.07% | 15.18% 0%
societal uptake of innovation outputs, and to exploit their creative af ~ (165) (79) (46) (0)
collective intelligence, while making effective efforts tselthe gender
gap and to avoid any type of discriminatién.
Crosscutting issues; 3 of 4:
GLRSYGATE@AY3I YR akKINRYy3I Of AYI| 4290% | 30.03% | 24.09% 0.33%
during consultative meetings, aiming avoid lockin development path (130) (91) (73) )
YR W/ 2YoldG [/ EAYFOGS / KFEy3aS LYL
Crosscutting issues; 4 of 4:
_Fosterlng the partlc_lpatlor_l Qf flngncmg partners, e.g. busmess_ ang 58420 | 24.09% | 12.54% 0%
into AUEUpartnerships to jointly improve access to the use of innoy
) ) : o : : a77) (73) (38) (0)
financial engineering, including for early stage businesses andugiayt
0Kdza SyYyKFEyOAy3a (GKS dzLJil 1S 27F ]
Public Healthg 1 of 2:
G{ dZL2 NIAY3 GKS (NI yaF2NYEGA2Y ?ﬁgﬁ fﬁ?)lﬁi% %ﬁ%
LINP RdzOU a2 L2t AOe 3FdzARI yOS | YR
Public Healthg 2 of 2:
cDeveloping joint innovation and research agendas on health priorit
’ (196) (69) (35) (0)

emerging technologies (e.g., digitalisatio@.Tl, robotics, Al) to enhanc
the performance and resilience of public health systems, which hav

aK2gy (2 0SS SEGNBYSt& FNI IAHS
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pandemic, that will be also impacted by-gaing climate change.

Green transitiong 1 of 2:
oDeveloping or transferring innovative renewable energy production
dziS RSQOAOSaz adaAdlofS FT2NJ Shae
O2YYdzyAlASaQsr WSySNHE @JAvith I 3Sa
affordable and sustainable access for less favoured territories and |
favoured groups, to prevent deterioration of rural environments and
improve the urban ones (smart & green cities).

57.76% | 27.39% | 12.54% 0%
(175) (83) (38) (0)

Greentransition ¢ 2 of 2:
OSupporting the development of innovative climate services through
ySé aall OS aO0OASyO0Ss GSOKYyAOLFf
reduction at local and regional level, based osito and remote

networks of climatehanges and impacts, as well as on resilience arj
adaptation practices, in line with the Lisbon Manifesto of the Higbel
EuropeAfrica Forum on Earth Observation from Space of July 2021

48.86% | 34.32% | 15.51% 0.99%
(142) (104) (47) 3

Innovation & Technology, 1 of 2:

G{ dzZLJLI2 NI AYy3d NBASFNOK YR Ayy2dl
research organisations and companies (in particular SMESs) from low te
high tech (e.qg., frugal innovation including organisational innovation) by
makingsmart use of local intelligence and adapted busirdrsgen models,
mobilising multiactor approaches (innovation platforms, living labs, etc.
sectors like agrdood-nutrition, circular economy, sustainable
manufacturing, One Health, raw materialsjng digitalisation and artificia
AYyGiSttAaSyOS a GNIyaogSNalLft Syl

70.30% | 20.13% | 7.26% 0%
(213) (61) (22) )

Innovation & Technology, 2 of 2:

OSupporting technology/innovation hubs, networks, and operations of
accelerators anéhcubators, including by assessing technology fields th
could benefit from standardisation, to develop the human capital and s| 69.64% | 20.46% | 8.25% 0.33%
pool for effective technology transfer and to stimulate entrepreneurshig  (211) (62) (25) )
inter alia through thematic exchange programnietween startups,
researchers and policymakers, including social innovation beyond
technologies.

Capacities for Sciencel of 2:

G{ ONBYy3aGKSyAy3 O022LISNIiGA2y 06Sis
institutions, research centres and organisations, and capacity building
partnerships, with a focus on the potential of knowledge transfer, team
twinning and learning mobility activities (e.g., by involving the Europea
University Alliances, consortieof the Erasmus+ programme and the In{  71.62% | 17.82% | 10.23% 0%
/Africa Academic Mobility Scheme, and ARISE grantees), by reinforcing  (217) (54) (32) (0)
scientific and academic mobility opportunities (through notably the Mar
{ 1 O 2 R-EZwiéActions), to support the-construction and/or co
reinforcement of training programmes, and research and innovation pr
in line with the soci@conomic needs of the concerned countries/region
both in the AU and in the EU.

Capacities for Scienog?2 of 2:

olmprove the transparency and recognition of higher education
qualifications and the relevance of curricula, and to enhance mobility. F
the development of higperforming digital education systems and upgra
digital skills and competences fibie digital transformatioré

59.08% [ 25.41% | 13.86% 0%
(179 (77) (42) ©)
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Mean % 60.21% | 24.23% | 13.23% 0.19%

sum of percentages of respo

Figurel7—Ranking oshortterm actionsa c c or di ng e
y i mportant?’

to th
and “fair/l

Sum of Very + Fairly important

100%
90,43% 90,10% 89,44%

" B7.46% g5,48% 85,15% 84,49% 83,18% 82,51% g1 5206 80.53%
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[I. Medium-term Actions
Allmediumt er m actions except one (i.e. “Green Transitio
50% d respondents.As illustrated inTable 3 mediumterm action 1 of 1 ¥ 2 Rudbli@ Healtld received the
higheg score for “ v e%)yfollawedpbymedianrerni actioron? . DD GapagitedNdor &

Sciencé (64.36%,)

When considering the sum of tec or es f or bot h faislye mp oir m@impttireemtsth ea n d
appreciated actions were, in decreasing orderpP(iplic Health 1 of; (i) Capacities for Science 1 of 2 djii)

Green Transition 1 of. Zhe mediumterm ac t i Green Transon 2 (of2) scored the | owest
both the percentage of r es pon ¢4851%)sandahe pumeot pedntagey a s
recorded for both “very i (#6B98%)bea Rigure 18aAlthbudt theahighesty i m

percentage ofrespondentsconsideredi t as “fairly i mportant” (28.38%),
percentage for “ sl ight | wthathagaperceatage Hightnam 8%, heg5.9%%)ando n | y
“not at al |l B%ppgoal to werespondents).e. 0. 6
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Table3—-St ak ehol der s 'medumpiermaatidnsadcording to aréas of intervention. In bold are the highest percentage for

each category (e.g. “very important”, “fairly important?’ “i mp
Medium-term Actions % of respondent®pting for degree of gpreciation
(number of respondents)
Very Fairly Not at all
: . Important .
important |important important

Crosscutting issues; 1 of 1

Re;kllllng and/or upskilling C|t|zens_of all ages in (_:ountrles in the A 5048% | 27.39% | 16.5006 0.33%
and in the EU, to allow theal to profit from innovation and (159 (83 (50) (1)
technologies, and to counteract the insurgence of new or the incread
existing inequalities and/or discriminations, targeting SDGs 8, 9 afd
Public Healthg 1 of 1:
OEnsuring technology transfer and improving and developing quality
\vaccine, medicines and health technologies and production, to avoif 67.00% | 20.46% | 10.89% 0.33%
shortage and ensure affordability, availability, and accessibility for tf  (203) (62 (33 (D
people in need, while also ensurirgual distrbution among
geographical areaé
Green transitiong 1 of 2:
oFostering digital applications and green technologies to give impetus
agro-ecological production, healthy and sustainafaled processing and 59.08% | 26.40% | 11.55% 0%
consumption, and by edesigning with food system actors to scale digitg (179 (80) (€5 (0)
solutions for production, processing and marketing to support sustaina
and agroecological transitiof.
Green transition 2 of 2: | | | 4851% | 28386 | 16.50% 0.66%
oDeveloping in Africa renewable fuels in a changing world for climat (14) (86) (50) 2
change mitigatiore
Capacities for Sciencel of 2:
oPromoting joint master and doctoral degrdestween AU and EU
universities, an.d ;upportmg t.he inclusive mobility of students, r.esearch 64.36% | 21450 | 12.21% 0%
and staff by building on existing programmes (such as the Marie (195) (65) 37 )
Sklodowsk&Curie Actions) to increase the number of future researchers
innovators freely mowig among and between both areas, while limiting 1
risks of talent drairg.
Capacities for Sciencg?2 of 2:
OSupporting the creation of enabling STI environment for sustainable
innovation ecosystemsrough Smart Specialisation roadmaps to reinfor] 52.48% 27.06% | 16.83% 0.33%
the innovation culture across the quadruple helix actors, the evidence (159 (82 (51 D
for prioritisation of innovation investments and the participatory govern
processes for tackling plaspecific developmentahallenges.
Mean % 57.32% | 25.19% | 14.08% 0.27%
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Figurel8—St a k e h arkidgeoimediumterm actionsaccording to the sum of percentagef respondentgsteeming them

as “very important” and “fairly important?’
Sum of Very + Fairly important
100%
87,46% 85,81% 85,48%
0,
79,87% 79,54% 76,89%

80%
60%

0% I I I

40%
20%

Public Health 1 of 1 Capacities for Green Transition Tross-cutting 1 of 1 Capacities for Green Transition 2
Science 1 of 2 of 2 Science 2 of 2 of 2

lll. Longterm actions

Alllongt er m actions were deemed as
the long-term action ¥ 2 ®deea Transition (1 of 1)received the highds s cor e for “ v &),y i my
followed bythe long-term actionm 2 ¥ ImnovatignNg Tachnology (64.36%) which gathered the highest

scoref or “fairly | mprguel®nt” (25.41%) (see

When considering the sum of thesce s f or bot h * vfailyy mp mp vlleadtiars scoreda n d
above 80%, withhe top threemost appreciated onescoring above 85%, beirfg Innovation & Technolog¥
of 1; (ii) Green Transition 1 ofadd (iii) Capacities for Science 2 of 2

“very i mpor fTablad4d” by

Thelongi SNY | OGA2Y W 2F H T 2(Wiha fogly @opdn Sclelcyrecaiveditte @Kest2 f 2 3 ¢
percentage when considering both the sum of respon
82.18%) and also the percentagee c or ded for “very importanttheanpl y (i

one that received aote of “Not at all important  wi t hi n along with the higbestpercentader the
“slightly important category (i .e. 2.64%).

Table4d—St ak ehol der s 'medumptermeadidnsdcarding to ardas of intervention. In bold are the highest percentage for

each category (e.g. “very important”, “fairly i'mportant”, “imp
Longterm Actions % of respondent®pting for degree of appreciation
(number of respondents)
Very Fairly Not at all
. . Important .

important |important important

Crosscutting issues; 1 of 1 5941% | 24.420 | 14.1%% 0%

“Tapping the full potential of sciences by promoting research with a]  (180) (79 (43 (0
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special focus on youth, women and demography, mitigation and
management of global challenges (including those posed by climatd
change and natural hazards), to build better societies aadterwelt
being for all, in the AU and EU memiséaites and regions.

Public Healthg 1 of 1:

oDesigning and implementing new and innovative methods and too
counteract future health threats due tong standing, (re)emerging, or|
antimicrobial resistant pathogens, and to promote one health and
precision medicine, in a changing environment.

63.37% | 20.79% | 13.86% 0%
(192) (63 (42 0)

Green transitiong 1 of 1:

olmproving the agriculturahnovation ecosystem to strengthen
capacities of actors to innovate, including research organisations:tq
design and scale technology and innovation through rstdtkeholder
approaches, to build thematic networks in Africa and to strengthen
relationshps for exchanges of knowledge and experiences between
Europe and Africa, to éavest in stariups and agreSME and their
ecosystem, and most importantly to enhance capacity for proactiv
innovation policy developme#t

69.31% | 17.82% | 11.55% 0%
(210) (54) (39 (©)

Innovation & Technology, 1 of 2:

Reinforcing and facilitating inclusive and affordable access to vetak
research and innovation infrastructures in the AU and EU countries
that they can fully play their role of research dandovation hubs and
Wi AXEIAIKI Q F2N) 0KS gK2tS O2yiGAy

64.36% | 25.41% | 9.24% 0%
(199 (77) (28) (©)

Innovation & Technology, 2 of 2:
OEnsuring that digital transformation supports the dissemination of | 58.09% | 24.09% | 14.85% 0.33%
knowledge, e.g. through promoting connection vilte European Oper]  (176) (73) (45) QD

Science Cloudl

Capacities for Sciencgel of 2:

oProvidingspecific support for better bridging research and innovation i
and EU countries by fostering the emergence of new and/or by
strengthening the existing centres of excellence, inter alia for young Af| 62.38% 22.44% | 13.53% 0%
and European researchers while supporting semisearchers by (189 (68) (41 (0)
SadlofAaKAYy3a WIRGFEYOSR aiGdzRRe Ay
and EU researchers in residence, within the framework of calls for proy
targeting crosscutting subjects.

Capacities for Scienoe?2 of 2:

oModernising and reinforcing the research and higher education syster
(RHESS), both in AU and EU countries, since effective, enduring and i
innovation ecosystems cannot thrive in the absence of RHESs based
excellence, high quality, inclusivenegsgmness, transparency and merit

61.3%% | 24.09% | 12.87% 0%
(189 (739 (39 ©)

Mean % 62.61% | 22.72% | 12.87% 0.05%
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sum of percentages of respo

Figurel9—Rarking oflongterm actionsac cor di ng t o t he
l'y important?”

and “fair

Sum of Very + Fairly important

100%

89,77% 0
87,13% 85,48% 84,82% 84,16% 83,83% 82.18%
80%
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40%
20%
0%
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Technology 1 ofransition 1 of 2Science 2 of 2 Science 1 of 2 of 1 of 1 Technology 2 of
1 2

3.2.2.5Beneficiaries of the work of the Al Innovation Agenda

Figure 200 | l ustrates respondent s 'maif eeettibriesofkthe ABEU Whovation h o u |
Agendaln these regards:

1 Approximately 70%of t he r espondeVery ImpogtantdRgsedrch estitutians (utiversities,
public & private)(736%) andResearcher$69.97%) .

1 About one halbf responders n d i ¢ aMery kinpoatamt Ehd users/ Civil societfp3.8%0),Micro-, Small &
Medium-Sized Enterprise€s0.5%),Entrepreneurg49.83%) andtartups(48.844) .

T Slightly | ower Vegsmpartant ¢ amdnd el@%, wWeoer placedor Public fnance
institutions (43.56%), Policy makers43.23%), Incubators (41.25%), Technology Transfer Office@0.26%),
Tech hubg40.26%) andPrivate financing(37.%5%).

1 Importantly, not many responders inditae d Slgglglyinfportant’ or “Not at allmportant t he benef i
included in the repertoire of the survey.
Thecategares of benef i ci aSlightyor“Noeatalh bngortansby gpraximmatety10% of
responders wergin decreasing ordeRrivate financing(13.53%, considering botltaring categoriesRolicy
makers(12.87%) andentrepreneurs(8.91%).All remaining categories were judged of negligiimportance
by | ess t han 8 % omefcase Researchersbp momedpondent at all.

T The | argest r dightyoimporeant r amee se  fr cePolicir ndakeds(10f56%%) andPrivate
financing( 1 0. 2 3 %) . For these two categories, Nbothaeall hi gh¢
important” ( 3. Favwe financingand 2.31% foPolicy makery behind tha fOoher “ ( pot ent i
groups of beneficiaries), of 4.29%.

27



Outcome of the Public Consultation on the draft-BU Innovation Agend®ct. 2022

The abovereported scoresincreas i n a pr op o rMeny bmpatant classiizatian fs intedraged “
wi t h t Raaly Importand: “for example Research Institutionswere recognised @ Veéry or Fairly
Important by mor e rtelsgpmo nd®E% sa f

The professional background of the respondent populasibauld be taken into account in the interpretation
of these and subsequent data. Indeed, more than half of the responders were effiliat Research
Institutions, while only approximately 14% were affiliated to business enterprises;tsfars or i ncubat

It should be noted that almost 70% of tlespondents did not quote any beneficiiaymong t he ‘ ot
indicating that the taxonomy of the selected cat
spectrum of possible beneficiaries.

Whenrespondersdid sq the most quoted words wer€) Local (communities)(ii) Public (institutons), (iii)
Organisation + Associations + Leaders + Students (iv) People (v) Partnerships and (vi) Youthd

Figure20— Stakeholders' appreciation of potentialain beneficiarie®f the AUEU Innovation Agenda.
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3.3 Operuestions/Answers

3.3.1 Analytical methodology

Answers to open questionsvere analysed bothqualitatively and quantitatively, taking into account
recommendations and suggestiomaised by respondents and, for those being made more than once, the
frequeng of their occurrence. To do sl answersto all open questionsvere read thoroughlyin order to

identify (i) keywords and (ii) specific recommendation®r proposed actionsto help the devising of the
guantitative and qualitative analysis responsesr e s pect i vikehwords Ewege b( k) “nouns
sentences were constructed (as subjects or as direct objects) and to which respondents assigned a particular
semantic relevance and connotation and (ii) adjectives providing specific connatationouns. A keyword
could be composed either by one word (e.g. “health?”
“green transition”). Thi s taxonomy of keywords w a
respondents, by also king into account the language of the draft AW Innovation Agenda and of the UN
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its goals.

More than 650 keywords were eventually identified, across different semantic areas suchaasofis (ii)
methods, (iii) geography (iv) & G I { SK 2 f 8 YUNFedors @feintdBvention (vi) gaps and needs (vii)
timeframe. For each keywordthe frequency of occurrence across all open questions were noted for
organi sations and indivi dscaitg’'r elspyowmsreds Warhes eqotead
each questionwith threshold values identified asequency higher than 10defined based on the average of

top frequencies across answgrd he search of keywords through the text of answers was then used adea gui

to identify most frequently occurring messages. Doing so (considering the large number of keywords identified)
eventually allowed to examine the vast majority if not the entirety of answers.
Messages (¢. proposals, recommendations argkamples) builtaround such keywords were therefore
progressively annotated. Once this step was performed, all remaining answers (if any) were examined to ensure
all inputs would be taken on board and examined against the backdrop provided by each question and the text
of the working document of the ABU Innovation AgendaDatasets containing the full text of all answers to

open questions as well as the matfeaturing all keywords and the frequency of their occurrence for each
guestion can be accessed at the followmgpelinks:

- For organisations

- For individuals

Finally, keyword$ased word clouswere generated both automatically, through the &ldvey webpage 6ee
Figures 21, 22 and 24nd also manuallyemploying the most frequently occurring keyworde¢Figure 23.
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3.3.2 Findings

s oA
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This point was addressed through the optional oggmestion #5*Pleaseclarify other potential objectives that

you feel should be included in the draft Innovation Agenda and possibly explainawttythrough the optional

open Question #6“What strategies would you recommend to accomplish the abovementioned proposed
objectives? . | n a nssqguestiors,tresportddnis provided a number of recommendations on areas to be
targeted by the work of the Innovation Agendad, to some extent, on potential modalities to do. &&'hile
consideringthese proposalsagainst the backdropf the draft Agenda t he Task Force deal
interpretation, deemed all these recommendations as consistent with the already existing four objectives.
Therefore, rather tharcreating additional objectived was decided to group such propisunderthe current
objectives in light of their overarching nature and based on thematic consistency
Potential amendments or expansions of the languagéhefexisting objectivesnay beconsidered accordingin

the near future also pending furthediscussions to take place under the aegis of theBEAUHLPD on STI.
Importantly, in this case, inputs from individuals and organisations were considered together, due to their
strong correspondence.

1. Forho 2SO0 A GBS ™ cdrhelfolofingkedommNéddatiogs were extrapolateimerginginput
from both individwals and organisations):

a. Ensurelocal innovation/ smaller projectsand less codified forms of knowledgendigenous
knowledgeandcitizen sciencere taken into consideration.

2. Forho2SOUGABS H aDSYy S NG Théfolldwig decdiimendation] BeieAeRtapolated:
a. Enhance openness in scienceand innovation and entrepreneurshigoint ventures.
b. Strengthenprivate-public sector relations
c. Support incubation Provideaccesdo funding for R&l
d. Upholdmanagement ofintellectual Property Rights (IPRs)
e. Focus origital transformation

3. Forho 2SO{MNNSyd (K Sy LIS2LX S 02 X Yrzfollowing $eiammengaBonsh y &
were noted:

a. Involve theAfrican Diaspora.
b. Empower women include agender dimension.
c. Pay special attention to thieaining of researchers.
4, Forho2SOGA DS n & SI NY x The poyowirigzeldmmeheaticasinlere §athdrad: dzLJé
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a. Enhance R&l in sectors such agriculture, water, climate, health, materials science
humanities and social sciencepoverty elimination, human geographyand, more broadly,
socioecological sustainability

b. Make sure the learning component reaches policy makirgllowing the public policy circle of
design,implementation, monitoring, evaluation and learning, and again design, the learning
aspects coming from monitoring and evaluation need to feed thepaesign into a new cycle.
This process can be hindered because of different aspects. A solid polimyaagjeould take
this into consideration

c. The objectives need to be complementaty each other,in a systemic approach.The
objectives proposed were seen indeed as interdependent upon one another, not as stand
alone. The adoption of asystemic perspectey was recommended toguarantee the
effectiveness and succesfthe AUEU Innovation Agenda

3322ny 4! RRAGA2YLFf DFLE 3 bSSRat

Following the MCQ #8, the optional opgnestion #8enquired survey takers to share any clarify and justify any
other needs thathey felt should be included in the ABEUINnovation Agenda.

l. Organisations

Fromthe input receivedrom Organisations, several areas emerged for additional needs to be addressed by the
work of the AUEU Innovation Agendactions and projects outlined are expected tgrovide changeand/or
support in several areas such @8 health, (ii) educaion, (iii) exchang of staff, researchers/scientists (iv)
scienceandresearch (v) innovative technologes, and ultimately (vi) development

For topics such aknowledge exchangeand technology transfer, the aspect of protection ointellectual
Property (IP)was flagged as essential to address.

Respondents demandethclusveness and acces#ility of innovations through support in (i)policy, (ii)
infrastructure, (iii) access to financand (iv) dissemination of information but also by (vimparting knowledge
andadviceto entrepreneurs throughout the entire innovation process.

From a geographical standpojrihe African continentand astronger cooperation betweerthe AUandthe EU
gaired a special focudnterestingly, besides highlighting such needs, several organisations proposed a number
of actionsin order to address them. For example:

1. Proposed example to improve théissemination of information in R&ncluded (i) thecreation of
platforms and rules for exchanging dataresources and information [including technology and
Intellectual Property(1P)];

2. With special regards thealth — Supporttranscontinental laboratoriesled by AU andEU researchers
hosted by institutions committed t@valuate performance and sustainabilityexchange of skills and
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methodologies on operatinal research, and promote modular training approaches especially in
emergencyand health crisis preparedness.

3. Concerning knowledge exchange and technology transfer, it was meme n d e dse hotomup
approaches in addressing actual needdapting projects to African problems

4. With regards to areas of ABU collaboration, a call favater to become one of the prioritR&l axis,
together with opensource medical technologies able to respond to local medical needs and applicable
in local settings.

5. To address the need to foster more R&Inducive policies-the creation of aSciencePolicy interface
was proposed, to enabléné interaction and exchange of ideas between scientists and deegisaiers,
so to promote more sciene@nd evidenceébased policymaking;

6. To fulfil the need for an improved ecosystem for entreprenedrid was proposed tdinance small
projects rapidly as part of the implementation of the sherérm actions of the Innovation Agenda,
assessing them for their outputs and outcomes rather shortly too.

7. To attaineffective capacity building on innovations it was de e todran saentisteablee nt i
to be persistent with capacities in targeting high impact via at scale technology [Technology Readiness
[ S@PSt o6¢w[0 B cB8¢ YR al @2AR "0. aA0 NBaSkNOK GKI
8. The importance ofdata collection and analysis were highlighted tod A YLINE @S ' yR & i NB
governance and management of renewable natural resources and the enhancement of ecosystem

services in the rural area and strengthen resilience by monitoring, anticipating and mitigating natural
risk including climate chanfjehence the relevance of deployiriglimate servicess and di gi t al I

[l. Individuals

When it comed o “ addi t iindividudlspuhparéicdlar emphasis on aspects such agir{gncing (i.e.
access to finance), (khowledgeand(iii) technologies

With special regards t o k n o w indigergpediraditipnal e knowledgeb r t aan ¢ €
knowledge and innovation generation, was underscored by several answers.

The podcaess avfas” frequentl y me nanlyto @)femdingnbuttalo (inkeofviedgee n ¢ e
(i) innovations serviceg(e.g.water for rural communitied andproducts

Moreover, the importanceo f mofiitoring”  a folbwing up’ on interventions so to guide decisiemaking
and future investments, waalso brought up by several responses. This was coupled with the importance of
“learning fromthepast, t o buil d on existing and previous coop

“Exchangeof good practices and solutiohs t h ropan gybtents  a migimatiPprotectioi was al so r
by a respondent.

Additional needs indicated included:
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1 Addressingacism exploitation and appropriation of African history(raised by one respondent),
ensuring the Agenda will be implemented in a leplalying field;

1 Wihinthe priority area of “Public Health?”:
0 building capacity on data collection and on monitoring of interventions;

o Establishment ofmanufacturing capacity with special reference to biotechnologies and
vaccines, in Africa (several responseghis to go hand in hand with training of a skilled
labour force (hence the importance of training and mobility/exchanges of scientists and
postgraduate students).

1 Th e n e eodporturaties for African Institutions and researchers to lead projects in collaboration
gAlGK 9! A ysdol A (tdel A 2bye@nésse indigenbus knowledge in  Africd.

1 Infrastructural capacityin Africa, not only including funding, but aladministrative and logistical
support;

1 The importance of consideringater as a focal topic for Research & Innovation.

GeographicallyAfrica represented the focus of the majority of open answers, with special emphasis on needs
such as (ifunding, (ii) ownership, (iii) good governanceand (iv)technology transfer (v)infrastructural and
humancapacity( as s hown above), u n d e r the aspech anteliettual ProgedydIP)f or a
therein. The more generdineed to assemble criticatass needed in a field to collaborate within Africa before
building collaborations with Europe, al s o Secorityrisguesihd political instability in some regions of

Afficd wer e al so mentioned on a few occasions.

The need tadaddress the soci@canomic gap between AU and EU countries was al so not ed.

From a sectostandpoint, the inclusion deducationand Humanitieswas also raised. The need foaining and
capacity buildingalsooutside the Academia and Higher Education Institutionss also evoked. For example,
the role of community educationwas highlighted as crucial to secure gogavernanceof implementation
programmes.

With regards to stakeholders, the importance of involvitiizens and local communities not only in the
implementation, but also in the conception and in the decismaking process on the AEU Innovation

Agenda, was also remarked. Within this context, the necessity of ensegjinty and gender balancevere also
highlighted. The thagigtdfth eugeasloyiR i WS i @NF RQa Yz2ald T2
continent of Africa was al so indicated

Ageneral remark regarding tHaneed to engage théfrican diasporain Europe for knowledge excharige
Stakeholders also remarked that the potensaiccess tthe strategy wi depend on the creation of a conducive
environment formobility between continentswhile, at the same timé&working toreduce and reverse brain
drain of young, talented African researchérs.

Finally, addressing the issue“oinfortunate experiences of collaboration duebtmth excessive bureaucracy and
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lack of transparencythat couldpotentially jeopardie the AUEU innovation strategy, could help turn challenges
into lessons learnt and opportunities.

3.3.230npotenti f &! RRAGAZ2yFEf ! NBFa 2NJ! OdAz2yaé

The optional OperQuestion #1lenquired respondents to suggest apgtential additional area(s) of actioror

a specific actionthat should be included in the Innovation Agenda, and whether it should be inhbg-s
medium- or longterm.l n most cases, rather than proposing new
suggested additional work streams or themes that fall within the existing areas of intervention of th&JAU
Innovation AgendaSuch recommendations will be presented accordingly here below.

I. Organisations

Responses from organisations were more focusedsbort-term and mediumterm timespars, with emphasis
being put onactions supporing and/ordevelopng innovations the domamof Researchin the broad sense)
andHealth. For example, specific areas of work being proposed included:

1. For t he pr iPablid Healthi -aA adear foouk orgoverty related and neglected diseases
(PRNDs) including, among others, Tuberculosis, and @mtimicrobial resistance (AMR)

2. For the pr GreenTrangitiotfar ea of *

a. A clear focus ofbod securitywas demanded;

b. With special regards to agriculture, proposals came in the aresusfainableagro-ecology,
digital innovations in agricultureandgreen technology

c. Emphasis was put on these ofrenewable energy sources
d. Water managementandwaste recycling
3. Focus on solutions that meet the needs of tm®st vulnerable
4. For the priority aread f Innévation & Technology , t he ab s e n etegm axtions svgsalso f i ¢
guestioned by a respondent, who remarked the importance of investinganufacturing capacity,
being this“one of the biggest valuadd and jobcreation opportunities for theAfrican continerg.
Accordingl y, totféces ors adgagceds manubaoturiig and digitalisation to ensure new

innovation leads to actual manufacturing (and export) opportunities for Africa

A special focus orAfrica and on the general public was also requested making sure thatinnovative
technologes would be madeaccesi#le, while addressingactual needs on the ground Several
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recommendations were made in this space, with great emphasis being puaioing and capacity building as
indicated below:

1. Training of stakeholders on the priority areas of the AtlJ cooperation in R&lthrough targeted
investment in Higher Education and Vocational Education and Training (VET)

2. Access tdinancial resources
3. Enhancement of digitaknowledge in Africae.g. enabling access to higheed internet and libraries).
4. Providing access to tHeuropean Open Science Clqud

5. IncentivisingNB & S I NO K S NekgQoutting id pldcd spécifiélSA permits, support in salaries and
transnationalexpenditures)

6. Creatinghematic networksacross Africa angupporting incubators for high teciesearch

7. With regards to Open Access, enablomen access to pathogen informatiofe.g. materials and data)
was also demanded by stakeholders from the pharmaceutical and biotech industry, for the, short
medium and longterm. Open access to pathogen information is indeed deemed essential for disease
surveillance (facilitating the iddification of potential novel and emerging threats), and for the timely
development of medical countermeasures.

From a stakeholder point of viewmost answers emphasised the importance of involving AU and EU
researchersentrepreneurs companies andinstitutions throughout the different stages of the implementation
of the actions.

[l. Individuals
Recommendations from individuals included:

1. For t h e Capacitea fordStiemt — For the shorterm, emphasis orimproving the curriculum
and encouragingnore uptake of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) subjects
at a basic education at higher _education leveinaking capacity building through Masters and PhD a
short-term action.

2. For t h e Public elenlti o fa 6fden Transitioh — Stakeholders remarked that the Innovation
Agendashould also address issuesgyfmary healthcarein Africawhile improving food and nutrition
security and sustainable agriculture

3. For t h eGreen ansitiobf- Réspondents demanded:

a. Promoting the cocept of urban green transitidemart and green cities;

b. Fosteringsustainability that includeslean energyclean waterandrecycling of waste
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C.

4, For

5 For

Qupport the development ofadaptability to deal with shocksf climate and humaiinduced
disaster To do so, they observed the importance stfengtheninginnovative enwionmental
observation networksni additionto spacebased observations.

t he a rirmmavation o f&  Téchnology — Respondents asked that:
The Agendawould support innovations upto tech demonstrations and beyond

Intellectual Property (IP)emanating fromR&Ishould be retained in Africand systems should
be put in place to supporhnovations from TRL1 to TRL9;

In the shortterm, the development of astatistical information system on African Science,
Technology and Innovatioto collect highquality baseline statistal data;

In the longterm, innovations should be geared towardsldressing unemploymentpoverty
andinequality in Africa;

Innovation should reflecall demogmaphicsin Africa(especiallyouth andwomen), it should not
exclude rural communities and should be Africaled while promoting bi-continental
collaboration and cecreation. This should be done through the creation of an enabling STI
environment for sustainable innovation ecosystems and fosterkmpwledge exchange
between innovators supported by business support organizations (incubators and innovation
hubs) through programes including twinning, academic mobilitgftslanding and mentorig;

The Agenda should increase tHak between science and policly increasing the capacity of
scientists to inform the policmaking process on innovation;

Enablers of innovation sudks research infrastructure and facilities should be a priority and in
the shortterm, so that infrastructure and facilities cout@ shared among European and éédin
researchers and innovators.

t h eCrasscudting issues —Stakeholders recognisextcess to the international markeds a

key enabler of innovation, recommending to include it in shand mediumterm actions.

3324ny LRGSYdGAFt GhGKSNI . SySTAOAFNRSASE

An additional open part of theMCQ #12 provided respodents with the possibility to indicate additional
stakeholders to be considered as main beneficiaries of the work of tREAlhnovation Agenda.

I. Organisations

Organsations encourage the Innovation enda toenhance the focus of itshort-term actionson students
andyouth in Africa. Contributionsalsohighlighted the importance afocial organisationgndinnovators, and
of the public outreachandeducaion that needs to be achieved &nsure inclusivity.
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Respondents underscored the importanfoe technology and innovation tserve society at largeTaking this
into account,it was also recommended thagsearchwould leverage existingepresentationfora, platforms and
networks of EU and AUnstitutions and other international organi&ions level as well ashose of local
communities

The following quote is reported as a representative example:

0A missing stakeholder asehools-it is important to prepare the next generation of talent by attracting young
children to pursue postecondary education in the public health, research and climate. The Innolgtoda
should be inclusive of this particular stakeholder that represantuture and in a certain way, the sustainability
of many of the projects that will be implementéd.

[l. Individuals

Individuals responded to this question mostly by highlighting tteed to support early level education
institutions. While emphasisingouth engagement, they suggested that programmes involve out of school
youth, women, andpersonswith disabilities. It was also recommended th&howledge from the indigenous
communities should be tapped into witmew researchdeveloped around existing information. In thehort-
term and medium term greeninitiatives should be implementedPantAfrican and regional networks should be
partners of science and innovation initiatives in order to effectively gtédbnology transferwhere t would be
possible to learn from each other.

3325hy al2¢ G2 YFIEAYA&AS AYLNH OGé

Through the mandatory opeQuestion #13survey takers were asked to express their view$ow to possibly
maximise the irmpact ofthe AUEU Innovation Agenda faustainable and inclusive growtBelow follows an
overview of the input receivefiom organisations and individual respondents.

|. Organisations

Within the verydiverse opinionsexpressedit was widely recognised that to deplatg full impact, the Agenda

s h o ufdcuk ori the real problems of society, apply research findings in the field, help people with innovative
ideas to bring them to lifeand, at the same timed e v e plang for “staunching the brain drédincombining

both top-down andbottom-up approachesMoreover, respondents recommended that Agerstimuldalsorely

upo n rigdrous evidence of impacto focus investment on solutionsvith a demonstrated potential |, and
S u p p impattful tlevelopment solutions thdemonstrae a viable pathway to scafe .

The inclusionand interaction of the actors of thequadruple innovation helix frameworkwas also evident
throughout the responses. Some answers pethto an increased involvement of th@ivate sectoras a factor
for success, others stremdthe importance of upscalingarticipation of governmentsand public institutions,
t hat shoul d c o nooringct thie AEhimvedtnwert . research“capacity to the natidRéleco
systeni . The F trusteduirsvestord @ nd t he i mp éinarcial mstitutiors ddéedtothe t h e
overall picture. Furthermore, itvas well appreciated thapolitical ownership and inclusivenesffrom social,
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geographical and cultural points of view) are instrumeérfar the Agenda to maximise its impact, as is a
reinforcednetworking of African and European Universities

A substantialnput of resources with a focus oryouth and gender(throughresearch funding, scholarships and
policies)- was consideredwidely necessary to maximise the impact of the Agenda, accompanieprdyen
accountabilitythrough transparent advisory boards. The importance of choowgtigble partners/beneficiaries

and of setting up appropriate mechanisms Bfonitoring and Evaluation with appropriate metrics,was
highlighted frequently, with collection, proper handling and analysis of data being mentioned as essential for
that purpose. Making the burden dlureaucracy lightemvasalsoremarkedseveral times.

The importance of communication and dissemination activities to maximise impact and visiagditguoted
repeatedl vy, toget her with awar eTheelmagvationaAgendamogbecamed pr
household namie . Speci fi cah BSyrytéllimgsiobld be @ IpartiofntgThe media world might be
includedto promote a new understanding of cooperation related isSues.

Theheterogeneity of the contex{s), not only across the continent(s) but also within countress highlighted,

entailing the need for tailored approaches. The importance of working with partners deeply involved in the
innovation process on the groundias acknowledgedtoo and t he exampl e of the
Sustainabl e Devel op men tgéria, iTunigia IBelgium,gFraie ank iSouth Kdremss o |, /
provided.

Also recognise/asthe need to act with dong-term perspective even when shorterm actions or projects are
undertaken through promoting lontasting, sustainable, anefuitable partnershipshat could help maximising

the i mpact of t he Agenda. | n atomestep-shopepypraalfod the AUBLE pr o
Innovation Agenda, including information on how research institutions can engagia eéth of the actioris
wasmade, sod6 have an céntraph thi$ IlhnovgtmmAgénda enabling stakeholdersxédwork and
exchangeviews, expertise and resourctis the areas of the needs of each African country

Bvidencewasgiven onthe need for strategically prioritising accessbasic social needsn primisin the areas of
health, greenanddigital, in the absence of whichany perspective of sustainable development and growth risks
to be unrealistic and impracticable. In particular, healthcare solutions should be brouglisasas possible to
those in need, fullyeveragingnew technologiesthat should be alsaleveloped in Africagoing beyond the
standard notion ofétechnology transfeé.

The nature of the challenges that the contemporary society has to meet requivdts- and interdisciplinary
training of the workers, innovators and the local community, hence the need for an emphasis on capacity
building in terms of training and (higher) education for the Agenda to maximise its impact by ensuring a smooth
transition to a geen and digital society.

A remarkable contribution to thémpact of the Agendaould come from thealignment of national funding
schemesand ofhigher education institutional policiesboth in Africa and Europé. Al i gnment ” was a
with reference b regulatory and policy harmonisation(e.g. in trade, licensing andtandards) and
infrastructurese x pect ed to act as “enabl ers f or .tSicke ani mp | ¢
alignment is also expected tdacilitate mobility of researchersinnovators and innovations (e.g. product and

services.

T h emarKetability”of innovation products, rather than recurring consistently to public fune&ss
acknowledged as crucial factfor the sustainability of innovation processésterlocutors and incubatorsvere
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regarded as kefor the development of SMEs and staps, thence encouragingfforts to identify suchcatalyst
playersConcr et e ways to support innovation, l' i ke & hrou
call s t o addr e swere empbased althpughcniost bflthe argwess included ordgneral
statements.

While not outspokengppen innovationandfree circulation of knowledgewvere perceived as contribots to the
impact of the Agenda

[l. Individuals

For Individuals, an even more diverse set of suggestions were made “ how t o maxi mi sse t he
EU | nnov at.iOcaasioallyetinedaasivers indicdta di f fi culty to think wi
disciplinary siloswhile inother instancessome strategic proposals were raised.

Caring for the needs of the end userse., focusing on demandriven, rather than on supplglriven needs to
mitigate vulnerabiliti es Thenmpactcdutt bmasimised if thetgdndalstmudd ¢ h a
shift from supplyled to people demand. It should be demand oriented based on people conéajmglving all

possible stakeholderand ensuring governments buy iwere advocated as instruments for achieving success,
impact andsustainability on the longetterm ( It is essential to build long lasting mestiakeholders alliances

across the Continerit., f or sememeatgpallisamcedetween our European alliances aAtfica groups or
FffAlFyOSa RAongmfrh ge&pektiebisGpaait to researcho enable thegrowth and retention

of trained and skilledpeople, was also mentioned just liker Organisations.

Given the individual nature of responsasstrong call to provide bettesupport to individual researcherand to
centres of excellencevasa reoccurring theme. The focus on applied reseavek alsopointed out, whilethe
potential role ofjoint practical projectdeveragingsynergiesvas undescored

The role of indigenous communities was clearly recogriised 0 thel-castodians of local lived knowledge and
experiencegvhichis very essential for the success apthke of any innovationin the targeted communitiés .

A quite widespread A & G NHza (i A yanduic fofficiali i@ deheyadias reported, with the suggestion to

entrust Avil Society Organisations &D3 and endusers to maximise the impacf the Innovation Agendap

simplify: “Your project proposals become miredsimch obscure requirements and language that successful
proposals need paid consultants to complete the proposal. This cuts out all but theobestted insideés ®
Therefore,a call toccreate platform€ was made, in ordetto encourage the development sefnergies and
O2YLX SYSYyUlFINAGASAa 0Sis6SSy ,iRWhicRirSudBoysinaypla) ardirhd@rtant g8 & 4 | |

Focusing onessons learned from past experienc@soth successful and unsuccessfubs considered of high
importance toma x i mi s e Exitraotpcanclusion§ both about the successful and the unsuccessful projects,
and change according to these conclusiopwhile the equity of partnershipswasqu ot ed r eTheeat e d |
should be equity in decision makifig a ®BtdengthenAfricabased institutions and empower them with
resources) as being impackt r umental f or

The importance ofcommunication activities (tapping also into Social Sciences, specificalhbcience
Communication skilt3 to maximise impactvas frequentlymentioned (By presenting ifthe Agendajto as
many fora as possible. Through print, social media and speaking slots at events and through publicTégsures.
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public _consultation is 6 X one great example of how the gAnda can gain better recognition and
understanding " ) .

Frequentlymentioned was the need for improving theuality of managementof projects/programmes, for
using evidencebased policies and for strengthening institutional capacityand infrastructure Use of
foresight/trends analysis and of appropriate monitoring and evaluation mechanismgwith adequate
indicators) would also contribute. According to respondentspjpcts and proposals should be evaluateabed
on t medctrby desigh characteristics Interestingly, itwas alsos u g g e st &hd prindipkes of the
Agenda should be a sort of priorities in all grant applicatiohs

Access to opessource technology creating a transparent channel feknowledge and skills sharing Removal

of barriers to collaboration and increasedormation transparency can maximize /AU Innovation Agenda)

was mentioned especially in thhealth domain and rural innovation ( Our policies now must encourage
information dissemination and include marginalised areas in terms of technology and encourage them example
building rural innovation hubsfor rural people ” A nide& hlso refered t ochallenge prizes t o at t r e
innovarbrs.

Student and staff education, training and mobilitwere considered crucial, with som@oposalsbeing made in
these areasd . d¢nvolvihg the African and European yousiothat they can work together and learn from each
other” )On the other hand, as a way to maximise the impact of the Ageatttacting/retaining young people

in rural communitieswas suggested “As the continent has a young population, skilling youth in areas of
economic growth in their communities and stop urbaigratior’ , miedernising agriculture and farming
thanks todigital and green technologieandincluding innovation and product development as part of school
curriculum

Within the need for inclusiveness which was widely mentioned,women and youth were askedto be
prioritised, even outside large African cities, witifatus on reaching out and involving the underprivileged
including alsgpersonswith disabilities ( évoid the digital divide of the most vulnerable, favour@mclusion
ande-equality” ) .

Coadination among and awareness amnovation projectsat all levelsvere recognised as impathaximising
factors with daction planswhere the landscape of both regions are assessed and differences in development
level are considered. Mo r esuzcessful jnnovations shiolbe scaled up and commercialisi thréugh public

and private sector initiatives whi | e a di f dédecaksingthe initiatives'tsangpyrage dolutions

that deal withroot causesrather than emphasizing excessively on scalable solutions that mainly address the
general crosgutting issues .
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Figure21 - Keywordbase word cloud automatically generated by tHéSHrveywebpagefor answers to question #13
on how to maximise the impact of the AEU Innovation Agenda
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3.3.2.60n ways to help the implementation of the Bl Innovation Agenda

Mandatory openQuestion #14enquired respondents on ways through which they or their institution could help
enhance the impact of the ABU Innovation AgendaBelow isan overview of the input submitted by
organisations and individual responder(&igure 22. On the whole, lhe analysis otontributions showeda
strong commitment of participants to achieve inclusive and sustainable development

|. Organisations

Overall, ontributions belonged to three general categoriegi) suggestions and ideasn strategy, (ii)
expression®f interest (iii) willingness tobe involvedin and contribute to the implementation ofthe AU-EU
Innovation Agenda

Responses were identified based on how they might be explored or could address other angeaside
evidence of existing bottorp partcipation or publicengagement/consultation, also ihe implementationof
Agenda Here follows a synthesis of contributions proposed by organisations:

1 Readinesso providescholarshipson anonline Certificate Impact Progranand on online Bachelor and
al ad SNDa inNaainddageent and Artificial Intelligence

1 Development oimethods to measurdahe impact of joint AU-EU research in Africawith a proposal of
doing so as an experimental, pilot project;

9 Contribution toresearchin food security
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1 Providing policy expertise and feedbad& EU and AU policymakers and suggesting experts who could
sit in scientific advisory councilsand helpingcreating spaces of scientific networkingbetween
European and African researchers;

1 Contributing to the devdopmentof ocean industrieso encouragegreen growthand alow-emissions
society,

1 Stimulatingpeople-to-people contactyfor students and staff and engaging in (new) partnerships and
networks, as well asoosting education R&land co-creation;

1 Strengthening African innovation ecosystems and reinforcing the capabilities and competitiveness of
African partners in R&D projects, includifrggal innovation leading to“new p r o d ugodods and
services);

1 Providingtechnical dbackstopping (expertis§ in multi-stakeholder collaborationand coecreation of
knowledge;

1 Paying a rolén capacity building of scientistby producing highguality scientific outputs, antuilding
partnerships with private sector angknterprises to translate research/scientd outputs into practical
solutions for society;

1 Promoting advanced traininghrough long/shortterm fellowships for PhD students and pdXbcs in
the field of biotechnologyand implemening transfer of scientific and technical kno#iow in various
areas @ biotechnology (e. g. biotherapeutic products)

1 Raising awarenesen the AUEU Innovation Agend&n the French and European research, innovation
and higher education communities;

1 Offering endto-end supportin conceptuaking, establishing, operating and maintainimgnufacturing
facilities that meet specific geographic needs;

1 Strengthening the existing collaborations in various areas of cooperation, training, coaching and
matchmaking to SMEs and small midcaps and providing technical assistance to local public
authorities;

i Financinggrants to support innovationghat contribute toreducing global poverty and inequalitgnd
enable innovators and researcherstast new ideas

9 Buildingrigorous evidence for effectiv@programs and scaleip the mostimpactfuland cost effective
solutions;

1 CGontributing to building robust health systems in African countries

1 Promoting and pushing cooperation between Africa and other developing regiaugh ad.atin
Americag aroundcommon development challenges

f Regardingt he arleyay 2a8fl GA 2y | ypRposaBdd KssRting Arizan Dartners in the
formulation, adoption andmplementation of new technologies ihealth, agriculture or sustainable
energy were expressed by various institutions, based both in Africa and Europe.

Il. Individuals

Answers from individuals unveiled generalsupport bwards the implementation of the AY¥EU Innovation
Agenda through several initiatives suchjamt research capacity building conferences doctoral programs

continuing education forstudents and professionals linkages between aademia and the community of
practicein priority domains of the Agend&Vith special regards to the area Gapacities for 8ence proposals
were multiform, and include capacity mentoringby conducting public awarenessensiising on the activities
and publicising the possibleoutcomes of the Innovation Agenda or imonitoring and evaluatinghe impact of

the Agenda Several proposalsvere also madé¢o enhance technology transfeand to conducperiodic reviews
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on the implementation of the AWEU Innovation Agendain orderto define successful and unsuccessful
approaches and build ahe former accordingly.

Contr i buparnerghss oaml o0 c over s sharirgiofeequpmesituncrdsearlislabordioeies
and improving the access to scientific infrastructure® overcome the technology divide between AU and EU
countries.Incubators Intellectual Property (IP)and entrepreneurship were also consdered for the
implementation of technical solutions condungitocreation of jobsand startups.

Thethematicareas of collaboratioproposedwere alignedwith the AUEU priorities and the current SDGs
including the ongaig AU-EU flagship programs Rublic Halth, Green Tansition,Technology andhhovation
and Capacities for Science

Topic recommendations focused bealth, agriculture, food, natural resourcegand particularlywater), waste
management climate change energyand also crosscutting issuessuch addigitalisation, or use ofemerging
technologiess u ¢ hartifical intelligencé ,robdtics ,Spate sciente.

In the area of Public Halth, some individual researchers disclosed haviegperience of cooperation with
African institutionswhich could be possibly leveraged to establisihesearch networksto share experiencg
best practices and lessons learnt

I n particul ar, w i Gréen Mansitidn’e , apyicantoibutionswereanadean prodiictive and
sustainable transformation of agriculture and food systemmentioning theneed for scalingup nationd
products but also to develoseciesand varietiesnmore resistanto climate change, soil erosion asdlinisation,
or to improve knowledge in the field ofater and environmental sciencespnsideringthe major principlesof
governance, adaptation and resilienda. this area, the role of statips was onsideredcrucialto support
“innovation and incubatioprograms that will enable growth for agrifogeéch entrepreneurs .

Inthe (sub)ared o f Qustainable Bergy’, commitments wereexpressed fotechnical assistancé innovative
technologies and pathways to scalp deployment of green energy.

L In the AUEU Cooperation in R&I, the sabea of* Sustainable Energyelongs, together with that ofClimate Chande
to the broader priority area ofGr een Transi ti on”
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Figure22 — Keywordbase word cloud aomatically generated by the EuSeywebpage for answers to question #1
onways through whiclindividual stakeholders dheir institution could help enhance the impact of the AU Innovation Agerad
The font size of each keyword is proportional to the frequency with which it appeared in the answers.
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Figure23—Keywordbased wordcloud peci fi cal ly referring to stakeholder s’ (bot h
question #14pnways through whiclindividual stakeholders aheir institution could help enhance the impact of the AW Innovation
AgendaThe font size of ezh keyword is proportional to the frequency with which it appeared in the answers.
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3.3.2.70nd I R R Addrin®epéilé

The optional operQuestion #15sought to capture any potential additional commernkat respondents may
have had [Figure 23.

Organisationsencouragel better linkagesamong stakeholderand the development oR&l initiatives and
ecosystemsto support the needs of our changing worldThey also indicated the importance of addressing
adequately ew challengesand seize opportunitiege.g. the digital transformation) evenly, across both
continents. Stakeholders also highlighted the crucial rolepaftnering with the right actors for the successful
actualisition of the Innovation Agendd&inally, some respondents uedined the need for moving from
conceptualisation to action, in @gorous and effective fashion (egrhis is a brilliant and comprehensive work
with careful timeline consideration. | would suggest that adequate attention be given tmgiementationand
effectivemonitoring.”).

Many individuals affirmed their support to theAU-EU Innovation Ayenda and their readiness tpartner and
drive itsimplementation. Answers to this question also served as a prompaédions to be moranclusive with
respect todiverdty and gender balance Indeed, respondents requested the involvementvadmen in the
“thinking behind thaénnovation process a s wweededrch aafling also for amage mix. The importance of
technology and digital progresswere also further remarked. Finally, threlevance ofnational, regional and
continentalexpertisewas also underscored

Figure24 — Keywordbased word clouéutomatically generated by the Burveywebpage for answers tquestion #5
on stakeholders pot ent i al additional comment s.

UOllEAOUU!
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4. Conclusions

On the whole, the feedback received from the online public consultation very much wedcthmeAUEU
Innovation Agenda, endorsing tlabjedives andactionsthat it proposes.

For the Agenda to be successful in bringing sustainable and inclusive graeakbhodders highlighted the

i mp o r t abnildirg ord the gbod outcomes that have been generated thus Wasrking, indeedinclusively

and collaborativelyfrom conceptualisatiorio implementation,acrossthe two continentsand beyond bridging

sectors (e.g. pblic, private and NGOs/CSOs), involvilegal communities in both urban and rural areas
(including not only the “ c oasWHigher Bduatian Ifistituionsdbw blsod g e 1
schools(basi¢ vocationaland higher education levelmarketplaces farms and factories, and all respective
stakeholder9, leveraging and protecting indigenous knowhow and empowering youth, women and
vulnerable groups (persons with disabilitiesncluded) and involving the African diasporaMoreover, and

possibly linked to theprofessionalbackground of half of the survey population, this consultati@sertedthe
centralityof Higher EducatiomndResearch Instutionsi n t he I nnovation generati on

Aspects such amfrastructure capacity(e.g. in digital transformation and health preparednessining and
capacity buildinge.g. in Intellectual PropertifP) managementexchanges of stafind researchergwithin and
between continents), henctansfer of technologies and knovihow as well asccess to fundingvere some of
the key needs that were reported by stakeholders.

The input gatheredndicated ®me additional routes of actiothat coud be takenby the Agendaespecially in
the short-term and medium-term. Above all,in light of this,the possibility of including a sherérm and a
mediumterm action explicitly focusing oagriculture, food security and water (including access and waste
management as well as seasy well as mediureerm one onlnnovation & Technologye.g. in the area of
infrastructure/ manufacturing capacitywhich by nature is not a sherérm task)should be furtheexplored

Finally, the role ofmeasuring monitoring and evaluating resultsemerged as essential throughout several
responses, in order to ensure theuccessful implementationof the AUEU Innovation Agenda.

In the weeks to come, the ABU HLPD Bureau aitd Working Group on the Innovation Agiwill work with
utmost commitment to ensure all these aspects will be wellected in the final version of ABU Innovation
Agenda, to be presented for adoption during the first quarter of 2023. Further discussions, including those
foreseen for the ALEU Innovation Agenda Stakeholder Event in November 2022, will build on these findings
and expand on their interpretation here presented. Working concertedly, with stakeholders andsens]
aiming for sustainable tangible impact.
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