
Communicating beyond confusion 

DR ALAN FINKEL – AUSTRALIA’S CHIEF SCIENTIST 





“I would like 2016 to be the year when people remembered 
that science is a method of investigation, and not a belief 

system.” 



“Changes in the carbon dioxide level are a result of changes in 
temperature, not a cause.” 



“There is no empirical evidence anywhere in the world that 
our production of carbon dioxide affects global climate in any 

way at all.” 



“We do not, and cannot, affect the level of 
carbon dioxide in air.” 



“Climate change is a scam… The data has been corrupted… by NASA. The 
Bureau of Meteorology is exactly the same... The people who will benefit 

enormously from the climate scam are the major international banks.” 



BRIAN COX:  
The accusation that NASA, all the Australian, the Met Office in the UK, everybody is collaborating to 
manipulate global temperature data is quite a... 
MALCOLM ROBERTS:  
Are you using me as saying they're collaborating?  
BRIAN COX:  
What, they’ve all manipulated in the same way and accidentally got to the same answer, is that what you’re 
saying? 
 



Don’t repeat the fallacy. 
 

Respond to disrespect with respect.  
 

Respond to illogic with logic.  
 

Assume zero knowledge; assume infinite intelligence. 
 



Three steps to bridge the gap: 

 1: the evidence 
 2: theoretical underpinnings 
1+2 = 3: compelling science 
 



CO2 samples collected at Cape Grim, Tasmania 1 
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What do we do? 
 



Climate Change Authority toolkit: 

• Emissions intensity scheme 

• Vehicle emissions standards 

• Safeguard mechanism 
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What should I be 

communicating? 
 



“You never change 
things by fighting the 
existing reality. 
 
To change something, 
build a new model that 
makes the existing 
model obsolete.” 
 
– Buckminster Fuller, 
Inventor geodesic dome 











Ubiquitous low emissions energy is the solution.  

But what is the underlying formula for acceptance? 
 



Affordable 
$  

Continuous 
24/7  

Low emissions 
CO2 



Affordable 
$  

Continuous 
24/7  

Low emissions 
CO2 

Fossil fuels 



Affordable 
$  

Continuous 
24/7  

Low emissions 
CO2 

Wind & solar 



Affordable 
$  

Continuous 
24/7  

Low emissions 
CO2 

Wind & solar 
 with storage 

? 



Solar 

Wind 

What will happen to battery prices in the future? 

2016 2008 Price reduction 

$65 

$125 

$20 

Energy prices in $US per mWh 

$25 

69% 

80% 
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Coming soon to a planet 
near you… 



Respond with logic and respect.  
 

Make replacement technologies compelling. 
 

There is a viable energy future! 
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