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EN 
Annex 5 

Memorandum of Understanding for the   
Co-programmed European Partnership for the 

European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) 
 

The European Open Science Cloud Association, representing the partners other than the Union 

(its constituent entities
1
), the registered offices of which are in Rue du Trône 62, 1050 Bruxelles, 

hereafter referred to as the “Partners other than the Union”, and the European Union, represented 

by the European Commission, (jointly hereinafter referred to as “the Partners”), 

 

Considering that: 

 Parts of Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 

(‘Horizon Europe’)
2

 – may be implemented through Co-Programmed European 

Partnerships, on the basis of a Memorandum of Understanding between Partners 

determined to support the development and implementation of research and innovation 

activities of strategic importance to enable the Union to address global challenges and 

maintain its competitiveness in line with EU priorities, including the Sustainable 

Development Goals; 

 The Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe
3
 has identified a candidate for a Co-Programmed 

European Partnership for the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) considered 

instrumental to deliver scientific, economic and societal impact in line with the Horizon 

Europe objectives; 

 The proposal received from the Partners other than the Union has been positively 

assessed by the European Commission in that it fulfils the new ambition and the selection 

criteria referred to in Article 10 and Annex III of Regulation (EU) 2021/695 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council
4
 ( ‘Horizon Europe’); 

 The implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the European Partnerships will 

comply with the criteria referred to in Annex III of Horizon Europe, including an 

alignment with Horizon Europe monitoring and evaluation provisions, set out in Article 

50 and Article 52, as well as Annex V on Key Impact Pathways; 

 The multi-annual Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) agreed by the 

Partners will provide the basis for the development of the co-operation under this 

                                                 

1
 Constituent entities are the members of the Association. 

2
 Regulation (EU) 2021/695 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 April 2021 establishing Horizon 

Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, laying down its rules for participation and 

dissemination (OJ L 170, 12.5.2021, p. 1–68.) 
3
 https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/3c6ffd74-8ac3-11eb-b85c-

01aa75ed71a1 
4
 OJ L 170, 12.5.2021, p. 1–68. 

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/3c6ffd74-8ac3-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/3c6ffd74-8ac3-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1
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Memorandum of Understanding, and for defining the annual priorities in line with the 

Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe; 

 Regulation (EU) 2020/852 
5
 establishes the general framework for determining whether 

an economic activity qualifies as environmentally sustainable for the purposes of defining 

sustainable investments. It creates a common reference that investors, banks, industry and 

researchers can use when investing in projects and economic activities that have a 

substantial positive impact on climate and environment and no significant harm on any of 

them. It is the reference for green investments in the Union; 

 Funding sources other than Horizon Europe (other Union programmes as well as external 

funding sources, including those from Member States) will be explored in order to 

contribute to the achievement of objectives of the Co-programmed European Partnership 

in line with Horizon Europe objectives; 

 The EOSC contributes to the EU Strategic Priorities, ‘creating a cloud area for research 

data in Europe allowing for better science through open and collaborative knowledge 

sharing’ and enabling evidence-based policy making across the European Union
6
; 

 To achieve a stronger European Research Area, it is necessary to make full use of the 

resources made available for Partners other than the Union under the economic recovery 

programmes as well as to seek synergies with other programmes; 

 The work conducted within EOSC to enable interoperability across research domains and 

data discovery to support multi-disciplinary reuse is also supporting collaboration with 

and between the data spaces envisaged by the European strategy for data; 

 The EOSC Declaration of 2017
7
 gives a clear basis of principles and guidelines for the 

European Open Science Cloud Association to build on; 

 Research outputs that are FAIR
8

 by design, combined with top-class digital 

infrastructures and artificial intelligence solutions, will ensure a true European capacity 

and global leadership to contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), to 

reach the EU’s ambition for the Green Deal and to implement other national or sectoral 

policies; 

 Pursuant to Article 1.3 of the Statutes of the European Open Science Cloud Association, 

the Partners other than the Union engage in the European Partnership for the European 

Open Science Cloud with the European Commission to promote, facilitate and carry out 

the research, innovation, dissemination and other activities aiming at market, regulatory 

and societal uptake, including workforce training, necessary to achieve the objectives 

specified in Section 1 below; 

 This Memorandum of Understanding constitutes an agreement in which the Partners will 

undertake all efforts necessary to achieve the objectives. It is not legally binding and does 

not, and will not, create any contractual or pre-contractual obligations under any law or 

                                                 

5
 Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament and the Council of 18 June 2020 on the establishment of a 

framework to facilitate sustainable investment, and amending Regulation (EU) 2019/2088 (OJ L 198, 22.6.2020, p. 

13). 
6
 COM(2020)628 of 30 September 2020, ‘A new ERA for Research and Innovation’. 

7
 https://eosc-portal.eu/sites/default/files/eosc_declaration.pdf 

8
 Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable. 

https://eosc-portal.eu/sites/default/files/eosc_declaration.pdf
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legal system. Nothing in this Memorandum of Understanding will be construed as 

creating any liability, rights, waiver of any rights or obligations for any Partner or as 

releasing any Partner from its legal obligations. Neither Partner should be liable under 

this Memorandum of Understanding towards the other Partner; 

 

Have agreed the following: 

 

1 Establishment, general, specific and operational objectives  
The Co-programmed European Partnership for the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC), 

hereinafter referred to as “the Co-programmed European Partnership”, is agreed between the 

Partners, to be implemented in an open, transparent, efficient and flexible way. 

This Memorandum of Understanding sets out a cooperative relationship for the duration of the 

Co-programmed European Partnership with a long-term common vision, and the Partners pledge 

to pursue this common vision throughout the duration of this Partnership. It will contribute to the 

objectives of Horizon Europe, and the Strategic Plan. 

The general objectives of the Co-programmed European Partnership are defined as follows:   

GO1 Ensure that Open Science practices and skills are rewarded and taught, becoming the 

‘new normal’; 

GO2 Enable the definition of standards, and the development of tools and services, to allow 

researchers to find, access, reuse and combine results; 

GO3 Establish a sustainable and federated infrastructure enabling open sharing of scientific 

results. 

The specific objectives are the following:   

SO1 Increase in the number of relevant research results that are made available as open as 

possible by researchers performing publicly funded research; 

SO2 Professional data stewards are increasingly available in research performing organisations 

in Europe to support Open Science; 

SO3 Development and adoption of incentives for researchers to perform Open Science; 

SO4 Increasing amounts of research data produced by publicly funded research in Europe are 

FAIR by design; 

SO5 The EOSC Interoperability Framework supports an increasing range and quantity of FAIR 

digital objects including data, software and other research artefacts; 

SO6 Provide an increased number of services and resources to ensure that European research is 

discovered and reused within and across disciplines to extract new knowledge; 

SO7 EOSC is operationalised and provides a stable and valuable infrastructure supporting 

researchers addressing societal challenges; 

SO8 Essential additional functionalities for end users from the public and private sectors are 

implemented in EOSC (these developments are complementary to those of other European 

data spaces); 
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SO9 EOSC increasingly establishes ties with related initiatives from regions around the world 

and becomes a partner in global cooperation frameworks for Open Science. 

The operational objectives are the following:   

OO1 Deliver and operate all the necessary components of the Minimum Viable EOSC to share 

openly research data, publications, software, tools and services while attracting increasing 

numbers and categories of users (public and private) (based on a governance structure 

representative of the various stakeholders and including domain-specific user 

environments supporting Open Science) by 2025; 

OO2 Make monitoring systems to gather data and evidence on best Open Science practices 

accessible through EOSC (including the development of a dashboard to monitor the 

evolving landscape of policies, infrastructures and open resources made accessible via 

EOSC by 2023); 

OO3 Increasingly mainstream Open Science skills in European research-performing 

organisations (RPOs) including through the uptake of curricula and training frameworks 

related to data stewardship through the lifespan of the Partnership; 

OO4 Co-develop domain-specific standards and adopt Open Science practices through the 

engagement with research communities during the lifespan of the Partnership; 

OO5 Provide the technical components of a FAIR ecosystem for uptake and customisation by 

the communities by 2023 (including open specifications, standards, schemas, application 

programming interfaces (APIs), metadata frameworks supporting FAIR digital objects 

and their automated processing); 

OO6 Provide the metrics and tools to measure the adoption of the FAIR principles for research 

artefacts and provide frameworks to help in certifying that repository services enable 

FAIR in EOSC throughout the lifespan of the Partnership; 

OO7 Co-develop a first generation of a robust pan-European network of infrastructures for 

software source code (including incentives for the effective documentation and sharing of 

research software) by 2025; 

OO8 Co-design and adopt a Rewards and Recognition framework for FAIR and open data 

practices in research during the lifespan of the Partnership. 

OO9 Implement and evolve the EOSC Rules of Participation and onboarding process for 

EOSC providers and increase the number of service providers and services offered 

progressively over the course of the Partnership. 

OO10 Deploy and operate an authentication and authorisation infrastructure (AAI) framework 

to manage user identity and access by 2024; 

OO11 Implement the EOSC persistent identifier (PID) policy and architecture by 2025; 

OO12 Co-develop a minimum metadata framework and provide a common search and access 

mechanism to EOSC resources across the EOSC federation by 2025; 

OO13 Continuously monitor and promote the increased uptake of core services and EOSC 

resources, access to EOSC Exchange tools and services and ensure a feedback loop with 

the users; 

OO14 Define models for availability and costing of services across borders by 2023. 

 

2 Contributions and activities by the Partners 
Any Union contribution, provided through the Horizon Europe Framework Programme to the 

Co-programmed European Partnership, will be used to fund research and innovation activities, 

implemented as indirect actions following open calls for proposals and contests. These activities 

will be subject to the Horizon Europe Rules for Participation and Dissemination.  
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The European Commission envisages to dedicate up to EUR 490 million to actions within the 

scope of the Co-programmed European Partnership
9
. 

The Partners other than the Union will provide input and advice to the European Commission in 

order to contribute to the identification of priorities of research and innovation activities and the 

definition of call topics to be included in the Horizon Europe Work Programmes within the 

scope of the Co-programmed European Partnership’s activities. 

Furthermore, the Partners other than the Union envisage
10

 to dedicate up to EUR 500 

million for the period 2021 - 2030
11

 in research, innovation and other activities in the area of the 

Co-programmed European Partnership, engaging their constituent and affiliated entities
12

 to 

make such investments. These contributions will complement the Union contribution and will at 

least match the Union contribution. 

Contributions by the Partners other than the Union
13

 
14

 
15

 will take the form of: 

a. In-kind contributions to the actions funded by the Union, consisting of 

eligible costs in accordance with the Horizon Europe rules minus the Union 

contribution; 

b. In-kind contributions to Additional Activities that are in the scope of the 

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) and addressed in the annual 

Additional Activities Plan, which is approved by the Partnership Board. In-kind 

Additional activities are those activities which contribute to achieving the 

objectives of the Co-programmed European Partnership, including R&I at higher 

Technology Readiness Level (TRL) and/or to ensure demonstration, market, 

regulatory and societal uptake, which are in the scope of the SRIA but are not 

covered by Union funding. 

For the in-kind contributions generated in actions with lower funding rates than the maximum 

funding rates under Horizon Europe, the funding rate will be defined individually per call topic 

in the Horizon Europe Work Programme. This will range from the standard funding rate for R&I 

                                                 

9
 The maximum Union contribution may be increased in duly justified cases (e.g. with contributions to Horizon 

Europe from third countries if available) and when agreed by the Partners and matched by contributions from the 

Partners other than the Union. 
10

 The undertaking and contribution by the Association covers only the in-kind contributions to be provided by its 

constituent entities and their affiliated entities (and not any contributions to be provided by its non-constituent 

entities or by a non-affiliated entity).  
11

 The longer timeline for contributions from Partners other than the Union takes into account the fact that that the 

contributions will materialise over a longer period.  
12

 Entities are affiliated when they have a link with the beneficiary, in particular a legal or capital link, which is 

neither limited to the action nor established for the sole purpose of its implementation, in accordance with Article 

187(1) of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 

on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union. 
13

 In line with Annex III of Horizon Europe and referred as co-investment in Annex V of Horizon Europe. 
14 Where applicable, funding from state resources must be compliant with State aid rules. 

15
 The European Partnership may consider the ‘Do No Significant Harm Principle’ pursuant to Article 17 of 

Regulation (EU) 2020/852 and take into account the provisions of that Regulation to improve access to sustainable 

finance, where relevant. 
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actions, to reduced funding rates for certain R&I actions and for Innovation actions in line with 

Article 34 of Horizon Europe. The selection of topics with reduced funding rates will be 

discussed in the Partnership Board. 

In addition, the Partners other than the Union intend to make Investments in operational 

activities that go beyond the work foreseen in the SRIA, that contribute to achieving the 

objectives of the Co-programmed European Partnership and where there is a clear link between 

the investment and the activities of  the Co-programmed European Partnership (e.g. investments 

in building production facilities, in training programmes for workers potentially upscaled thanks 

to the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+), and in other activities required for producing and 

putting on the market the product/service resulting from the R&I performed as part of the Co-

programmed European Partnership). These Investments in operational activities are however not 

included in the abovementioned contributions intended by the Partners other than the Union, but 

they should be taken into account as leverage. 

 

3 Governance 
The Partners should convene in the form of a Partnership Board as the main forum for dialogue 

and steering to reach the objectives set out in this Memorandum of Understanding. Through the 

Partnership Board, the representatives of the Partners should agree on all issues concerning the 

cooperation for the Co-programmed European Partnership. The Partners through their 

participating representatives are considered as ‘Members’ of the Partnership Board. 

The Partners agree on the composition and size of the Partnership Board, while respecting the 

following principles: 

- Adequate representation of the European Commission services, including through acting 

as co-chair when meeting in the format of the Partnership Board; 

- Adequate representation of SMEs; 

- Adequate gender balance; 

- Adequate geographical coverage.  

Participation in the Partnership Board may be on a rotating basis, except for the representatives 

of the European Commission.  

In addition, the Partnership Board may agree to invite, or nominate as observers to its meetings 

representatives of Member States and Countries Associated to the Horizon Europe Framework 

Programme, representatives of other European Partnerships, civil society organisations, 

standardisation bodies, certification bodies, regulators, public procurers as well as experts in the 

area of the Co-programmed European Partnership.  

The Partnership Board will be co-chaired by the European Commission, represented by the lead 

service in charge of the Co-programmed European Partnership, and a co-chair from the Partners 

other than the Union, selected among their members nominated to the Partnership Board. 
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The Partnership Board may lay down its Rules of Procedure, based on a harmonised proposal 

provided by the European Commission, covering inter alia rules on confidentiality, transparency 

and avoidance of conflicts of interests. 

In order to address strategic issues, the Partners may also convene at a higher level
16

 to review 

the work of the Partnership Board, take stock of the progress by the Co-programmed European 

Partnership in achieving its objectives, adjust priorities and activities according to changing 

market or policy needs or based on results from monitoring and evaluation activities, and discuss 

further ways to enhance collaboration between European Partnerships and synergies with other 

Programmes. The implementation of results and proposals from such high-level meetings may be 

subject to approval by the Partnership Board. 

On topics considered relevant for external advice, the Partnership Board will invite experts on an 

ad hoc basis. 

The Commission will systematically invite to the meetings of the Partnership Board 

representatives of a Steering Board composed of delegates from Member States and countries 

associated to the Horizon Europe Framework Programme, in order to ensure that national 

policies and investments relevant to the European Open Science Cloud are taken into account. 

The Partners other than the Union may arrange their own governance structures, providing that 

these do not contradict this Memorandum of Understanding. They may invite a European 

Commission representative as observer to meetings of their governance structure on subjects 

related to the Co-programmed European Partnership. The European Commission services may 

participate as observers to meetings of technical groups set up by the Partners other than the 

Union that are relevant for the Co-programmed European Partnership. 

 

4 Activities and commitments of the European Commission 
The European Commission undertakes to duly take into account the input and advice from the 

Partners other than the Union when identifying and defining call topics for research and 

innovation activities in the scope of and linked to the Co-programmed partnership for the 

European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) to be included in the Horizon Europe Work Programmes. 

For this purpose, the European Commission undertakes to consult and maintain a regular 

dialogue with the Partners other than the Union during the preparation of the Work Programmes. 

The call topics will be subject to Horizon Europe comitology procedures. 

The European Commission may support and contribute to the regular monitoring of the Co-

programmed European Partnership, including through its participation in the Partnership Board 

and in other activities, in line with the Horizon Europe monitoring provisions (Article 50). The 

European Commission shall also carry out in a timely manner the interim and final evaluation of 

the Co-programmed European Partnership feeding into Horizon Europe evaluations, as specified 

                                                 

16
 For example, between the President of the Association and a Director-General from the European Commission. 
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in Article 52 of Horizon Europe. These evaluations will inter alia be fed by a self-assessment 

provided by the Partners other than the Union on the achievement of objectives and how their 

commitments have been fulfilled and contributions made throughout the lifecycle of the Co-

programmed European Partnership.  

The evaluations will examine how the Co-programmed European Partnership fulfils its mission 

and objectives, cover all its activities and evaluate its European added value, effectiveness, 

efficiency, including its openness and transparency, the relevance of the activities pursued and 

their coherence and/or complementarity with relevant regional, national and Union policies, 

including synergies with other parts of Horizon Europe (such as missions
17

, clusters or 

thematic/specific programmes). The evaluations will take into account the views of stakeholders, 

at both European and national level. The evaluations will include, where relevant, an assessment 

of the most effective policy intervention mode for any future action, as well as the relevance of 

any possible renewal of the Co-programmed European Partnership given the overall policy 

priorities and the research and innovation support landscape, including the coherence and 

positioning against other initiatives supported through the Framework Programme, in particular 

European Partnerships or missions.  

 

5 Activities and commitments of the Partners other than the Union 

5.1 Activities  
The Partners other than the Union undertake to provide inputs and advice to the European 

Commission in order to achieve the objectives of the Co-programmed European Partnership. In 

particular, they may provide input and advice to the European Commission in order to contribute 

to the identification of priorities of research and innovation activities and the definition of call 

topics to be included in the Horizon Europe Work Programmes, in view of financial support for 

indirect actions following calls for proposals and contests. This is without prejudice to the 

outcome of the Horizon Europe comitology procedures. 

The Partners other than the Union also undertake to make the following In-kind Additional 

Activities and Investments in operational activities in support of the objectives set out in Section 

1 of this Memorandum of Understanding: 

a) Scope of In-kind Additional Activities. In-kind Additional Activities may include: 

i. Implementing policy commitments to further the mainstreaming of Open Science 

practices across the member organisations of the EOSC Association; 

ii. Supporting research communities to develop and adopt open science practices and 

standards; 

iii. Adopting standards and tools for preserving, referencing, describing and citing 

research outputs, including data, software and publications; 

iv. Encouraging and incentivising use of European infrastructure for sharing of 

research software; 

                                                 

17
 Should missions be confirmed. Hereinafter, missions are mentioned under the condition that they are confirmed. 
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v. Coordinating and aligning relevant curricula on skills for FAIR and Open 

Science, and training frameworks; 

vi. Promoting EOSC at all levels by engaging with relevant communities and 

stakeholders; 

vii. Contributing to a rewards and recognition framework that incentivises FAIR data 

and Open Science; 

viii. Integrating in EOSC recognised domain-specific activities that support Open 

Science; 

ix. Contributing to the definition of models for availability and costing of services 

across borders; 

x. Providing research communities with resources for data curation. 

 

b) Scope of Investments in operational activities. Investments in operational activities may 

include: 

i. Personnel and infrastructure contributing to the upgrade of existing research 

infrastructures and e-infrastructures so that they may be federated through EOSC; 

ii. Additional capacity to support the expanding use of research output related to the 

adoption of open science policies. 

The planning and reporting of In-kind Additional Activities and Investments in operational 

activities will respect confidentiality requirements. 

 

5.2 Openness and transparency 
An appropriate level of openness is necessary to achieve the objectives of the Co-programmed 

European Partnership. Thus, the Partners other than the Union undertake to put in place 

measures that ensure:  

a) An open and transparent process for consulting their constituent entities and other 

relevant stakeholders as well as Member States and Associated Countries on the 

identification of the priorities of the Co-programmed European Partnership and the 

design of its activities,  which results in an appropriate involvement of all relevant 

stakeholders;  

b) A governance structure that results in a high level of openness and transparency, 

including publishing information on the functioning of the Co-programmed European 

Partnership (composition of partnership structures, decisions made by the Partnership 

Board etc.); 

c) A growing participation in and contribution to the Co-programmed European Partnership, 

supported by an open policy to membership in the Association and an appropriate level 

of information and, if necessary, assistance to all constituent entities of the Partners other 

than the Union. 

In particular, the Partners other than the Union undertake to ensure that the In-kind Additional 

Activities that they contribute are, to the extent possible, open for participation to non-members 

of the Co-programmed European Partnership (e.g. dissemination and exploitation activities, etc.) 

and based on equal treatment. 
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Also, the Partners other than the Union undertake to put in place appropriate measures for 

informing SMEs, civil society and other relevant stakeholders about the Co-programmed 

European Partnership and promoting their participation. 

 

5.3 Dissemination and communication 
The Partners undertake to communicate and disseminate their activities and results broadly and 

through various channels, in order to ensure that any necessary information in the area of the Co-

programmed European Partnership is available to all possible stakeholders, all along its duration. 

The Partners undertake to engage in information, communication, publicity and dissemination 

and exploitation activities of the Co-programmed European Partnership by applying mutatis 

mutandis Article 51 of Horizon Europe. 

This communication and dissemination will also ensure that the EU support to the Co-

programmed European Partnership is visible. 

 

5.4 Coherence and coordination with other European Partnerships and beyond 
The Partners undertake to set up and maintain a clear strategy and plan for the interfaces and 

joint activities of the Co-programmed European Partnership with the other relevant European 

Partnerships, as well as with the broader European research and innovation system and 

communities. 

The Partners other than the Union will establish a formal and regular collaboration with the 

following other European Partnerships: 

a) European Partnership for Rare Diseases 

b) European Partnership for Risk Assessment of Chemicals 

c) European Partnership for Metrology 

d) European Partnership for High Performance Computing 

e) European Partnership for Key Digital Technologies (KDT) 

f) European Partnership for Artificial Intelligence, Data and Robotics 

The SRIA sets out further details, as appropriate, on coherence and collaboration with other 

European Partnerships, synergies with other Union programmes, Union bodies and national, 

international, and intergovernmental programmes and policies, and the relevant parts of Horizon 

Europe (including missions). 

The Partners other than the Union will report specifically on their collaboration with other 

European Partnerships in their annual reporting. 

 

5.5 Fulfilment of commitments  
The Partners other than the Union undertake to put in place measures that ensure that the 

contributions agreed are provided in full, and on time.  
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The Partnership Board may monitor, throughout the life of the Co-programmed European 

Partnership, the contributions reported by the Partners.  

If the contribution by the Partners other than the Union is significantly lower than the overall 

estimation agreed in the Annual Additional Activities Plan, the Partnership Board may make 

recommendations to the Partners other than the Union on adjustment measures.  

If the action taken is not sufficient to reach the contribution originally agreed, the Partnership 

Board may recommend the European Commission to adjust its own contribution to match the 

contribution de facto made by the Partners other than the Union. 

 

6 Monitoring and reporting 
The activities of the Co-programmed European Partnership will be subject to continuous 

monitoring and periodic reporting in accordance with Article 50, Annex III and Annex V of 

Horizon Europe. The outcomes of monitoring and reporting will feed into the evaluations of the 

Co-Programmed European Partnerships as part of Horizon Europe evaluations. It will feed into 

the biennial monitoring of the European partnerships in the context of the Strategic Coordinating 

Process. 

The continuous monitoring and periodic reporting by the Partners will be carried out at least 

annually for the duration of the Memorandum of Understanding. There will be a simplified 

reporting over one year and a full reporting every second year. 

The full reporting, every second year, should cover all points listed below (a-e). The simplified 

reporting, every one year, should focus on elements where data can be extracted from the 

Commission or other databases, for points a to c.  

The periodic reporting from Partners other than the Union will include: 

a) The progress of the Co-programmed European Partnership towards its objectives (based 

on the Key Performance Indicators (KPI)) and the expected scientific, economic and 

societal impacts (following the Horizon Europe Key Impact Pathways). This reporting 

should also contain a qualitative assessment of the KPI for the past year.  

b) Information on the functioning of the Co-programmed European Partnership, including 

on openness, transparency, collaboration and synergies with other European Partnerships 

and initiatives, etc. in line with the implementation criteria for European Partnerships.  

c) Agreed and actually provided contributions. 

d) Investments in operational activities undertaken by the Partners other than the Union, and 

leverage including additional public and private investment mobilised to exploit or scale-

up partnership results. 
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e) Structured and representative “impact case studies”
18

 that will be used to highlight 

lessons learned from specific projects/activities, their drivers and barriers to impact, and 

their possible follow-up with the appropriate instruments, including other forms of 

support outside the Co-programmed European Partnership, such as training and skills 

development. 

The monitoring and reporting will be done on the basis of evidence provided by Partners, 

respecting confidentiality of information and avoiding anti-competitive behaviour. To the extent 

possible, Partners will provide monitoring data in close to real-time following Horizon Europe, 

in particular management and implementation data. To the extent possible, the indicators and 

methodologies used to monitor the progress of the Partnership towards its objectives and 

scientific, economic and societal impacts should be harmonised and aligned with the monitoring 

framework of Horizon Europe (Key Impact Pathways), and the monitoring criteria of European 

Partnerships.  

With due regard to their respective competencies, institutional settings and operational 

frameworks, the Partners may regularly inform and consult each other on the results of the 

monitoring, including to assess the contributions of the In-kind Additional Activities and 

Investments in operational activities undertaken by the Partners other than the Union.  

The monitoring and reporting should allow for an assessment over time of their results and 

progress towards impacts, their visibility and positioning in the international context, and 

potential needs for adjustment measures.  

Upon request, the Partners other than the Union engage to provide the European Commission 

with additional necessary information for the assessment of the achievements of the Co-

programmed European Partnership in the context of the overall Horizon Europe evaluation, 

respecting confidentiality of information, and in the context of the Strategic Coordinating 

Process for European Partnerships (e.g. input to the biennial monitoring of the European 

Partnerships). 

 

6.1 General systems 
The Partners undertake to set up and implement an effective reporting and monitoring system 

that allows the Co-programmed European Partnership as well as the European Commission to 

track progress over time towards the stated objectives and impacts, as well as to provide 

implementation and management data.  

The information provided should include, among others:  

a) Detailed information on the calls for proposals in the Horizon Europe Work Programme, 

the proposals received, the grants resulting from these calls, the beneficiaries and 

                                                 

18
 i.e. high potential project outcomes that can be fast-tracked towards further investment and rapid development. 
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participants, the results achieved by individual projects and their overall progress towards 

impact, or any other information deemed necessary for developing, implementing, 

monitoring and evaluating Union policies or programmes. Such access to information is 

limited to non-commercial and non-competitive use and will comply with applicable 

confidentiality rules. The primary means of collecting information will be through 

European Commission’s reporting systems for management of the Horizon Europe 

programme; 

b) Activities and fulfilment of contributions by the Partners other than the Union, progress 

towards objectives, deliverables and KPIs, visibility and positioning in the international 

context, the results, impacts and leverage. The primary means of collecting information 

will be through annual and biennial
19

 reporting by the Partners other than the Union and 

through European Commission’s reporting systems for management of the Horizon 

Europe programme. Information collection will be based on a common methodology 

specified by the Commission services in consultation with the Partners other than the 

Union. 

 

6.2 Reporting method for In-Kind Contributions to Additional Activities and 

Leverage 
There are three categories related to contributions and activities that Partners other than the 

Union will be reporting on:  

a) In-kind contributions to the actions funded by the Union
20

. At the level of the projects, 

reporting will be done continuously through European Commission’s reporting systems 

for management of the Horizon Europe programme; 

b) In-kind contributions to the additional activities, foreseen in the Additional Activities 

Plan. At the level of the partnership, reporting will be done annually by the Partners other 

than the Union and continuously through European Commission’s reporting systems for 

management of the Horizon Europe programme
21

; 

c) Investments in operational activities foreseen beyond the SRIA, and leverage including 

other investment mobilised to exploit or scale-up partnership results. At the level of the 

partnership, reporting will be done biennially
22

 by the Partners other than the Union and 

continuously through European Commission’s reporting systems for management of the 

Horizon Europe programme
23

. 

                                                 

19
 i.e. once every two years. 

20
 Contributions from beneficiaries that are not members or affiliates of the partners other than the Union cannot be 

considered as a contribution from partners but these will be considered as part of quantitative leverage effect. 

  
21

 For example, project reporting will include fields about 'Further investment mobilised to exploit or scale-up 

project' that could be used for the partnership-level reporting.  
22

 i.e. once every two years. 
23

 For example, project reporting will include fields about 'Further investment mobilised to exploit or scale-up 

project' that could be used for the partnership-level reporting.  
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The value of the in-kind contributions reported by the Partners other than the Union will be 

calculated on the basis of a common methodology in line with Annex V of Horizon Europe. The 

Partners may keep an anonymised record of these contributions from its constituent entities, 

which provides the basis for periodic reporting of the total value by the Partners other than the 

Union of in-kind contributions to the partnership’s activities.  

 

6.3 Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)  
The following Key Performance Indicators are defined for the Co-programmed European 

Partnership and will be included in monitoring and reporting: 

SRIA Objective KPI Target 

Measure 

Direct (D) / 

Survey (S) 

Ensure that Open 

Science practices 

and skills are 

rewarded and 

taught, becoming 

the ‘new normal’ 

Percentage of publications from EOSC Association 

research-performing members that become immediate 

open access 

70% by 

2023 
D 

Number of national education systems that recognise 

European curricula for data stewardship 
5 by 2025 S 

Percentage of RPOs that are EOSC Association 

members that have data stewards to support their 

research 

50% by 

2025 
S 

Percentage of EOSC Association members that 

recognise Open Science activities in research career 

assessments 

50% by 

2025 
S 

Percentage of research-funding members of the EOSC 

Association that require data sharing and incentivise 

reuse 

70% by 

2025 
S 

Enable the 

definition of 

standards, and 

the development 

of tools and 

services, to allow 

researchers to 

find, access, 

reuse and 

combine results 

Percentage of EOSC Association members that have 

policies which require FAIR to be implemented in 

project design via Data Management Plans 

70% by 

2023 
D 

Percentage of research data from EOSC Association 

members which is deposited in repositories that is 

made as open as possible 

50% by 

2025 
D 

A first generation of pan-European federation of 

infrastructures for preservation, management and 

sharing of research software is available 

1 by 2025 S 

Percentage of the active data spaces that take up data At least D 
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SRIA Objective KPI Target 

Measure 

Direct (D) / 

Survey (S) 

management practices, including the FAIR data 

principles, and provide into the EOSC ecosystem 

50% by 

2027 

Establish a 

sustainable and 

federated 

infrastructure 

enabling open 

sharing of 

scientific results 

Number of core functions of Minimum Viable EOSC that 

are developed to make the EOSC ecosystem accessible 

to researchers across disciplines and countries 

4 by 2025 S 

Number of additional functionalities and services 

dedicated to the requirements of end users from the 

public sector in the EOSC-Core and EOSC-Exchange 

10 by 

2025 
D 

Percentage of the repositories in EOSC that will have a 

certification such as CoreTrustSeal 

30% by 

2025 
D 

Percentage of research disciplines that have 

documented standards and protocols for data sharing 

and reuse 

60% by 

2023 
S 

Percentage of the metadata related to publicly funded 

research datasets which are defined as Open Data that 

are discoverable through EOSC federated infrastructure 

70% by 

2025 
D 

Number of geographically spread observer 

organisations that have joined EOSC from outside EU 

MS/AC 

At least 

10 by 

2025 

D 

Number of non-EU initiatives with which EOSC 

establishes connections, offering additional resources 

to the EOSC ecosystem 

At least 3 

by 2027 
D 

 

The SRIA sets out further details, as appropriate, on the monitoring framework for the Co-

programmed European Partnership. 

 

7 Application of this Memorandum of Understanding 
Any issues related to the interpretation and implementation of this Memorandum of 

Understanding may be decided upon in consultation by the Partners in the Partnership Board. In 

case of ultimate disagreement, any of the Partners may request an early end of the Memorandum 

of Understanding.   

Adaptations to this Memorandum of Understanding may be requested by any of the Partners by 

registered letter. 
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8 Duration and Review 
The starting date for the Partnership is [insert date of signature] and its end date is 31.12.2030. 

The last calls for proposals can be launched up until 31.12.2027, so the last three years of the 

partnership should be used to conclude remaining activities. 

Any of the Partners may communicate by a registered letter at any time the motivated intention 

to end this Memorandum of Understanding. In the absence of renewal, appropriate measures 

may be taken to ensure phasing-out of Framework Programme funding according to the 

conditions and timeline agreed with the Partners ex-ante, without prejudice to possible continued 

transnational funding by national or other Union programmes, and without prejudice to private 

investment and on-going projects. This phasing-out plan may be prepared by the Partnership 

Board before the interim evaluation of Horizon Europe.  

The periodic monitoring and reporting will inform the interim and final evaluations of Horizon 

Europe evaluations referred to in Article 52 of Horizon Europe. The evaluations will be taken 

into consideration in the phasing out or possible renewal of the partnership. 

On the basis of these reviews and the evaluations, any of the Partners may propose adaptations to 

this Memorandum of Understanding, or decide for it to be ended. 

Done in duplicate at … on XX.XX.202X, 

 

FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR THE EOSC ASSOCIATION  
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