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UNSUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS 

 
“We all – farmers and fishers; food processors and supermarkets; local 
and national governments; individual consumers – must make changes 
at every link of the human food chain to prevent food wastage from 
happening in the first place, and re-use or recycle it when we can’t …  

 

In addition to the environmental imperative, there is a moral one: we 
simply cannot allow one-third of all the food we produce to go to waste, 
when 870 million people go hungry every day.” 
 

FAO Director-General José Graziano da Silva, 2014 

…IN NEED OF TRANSITION 



SHARING AS SOLUTION? 

DAVIES, A. R., Gray, M., Donald, B., Knox-Hayes, J.   (2017) Sharing 
economies: Moving beyond binaries in a digital age, CJRES, 10(2) :  
209-230 
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SHARING IN SUSTAINABLE EATING SCENARIOS 

www.consensus.ie 



MAPPING: SHARECITY100 DATABASE 

  

http://sharecity.ie/research/sharecity100-database/


DIVERSE SHARING ECONOMIES 



SHARING & SUSTAINABILITY 

“The Sharing Solution: How to save money, simplify 
your life and build community. Own less, have 
more. Live more sustainably through sharing” 

(Orsi and Doskow, 2009) 

 
“The environmental promise of sharing platforms 

holds that consumers become much less reliant 
and dependent on individual, private 

ownership…consumers do not only save money but 
would also contribute to lower material demand 

and energy use. As such, the sharing economy can 
be considered, at least potentially, as contributing 

to a sustainability transition.” (Frenken, 2017) 

 
 





FOODCLOUD 



 



 



WE NEED A SUSTAINABILITY SHARESCORE BUT… 



SHARING IS … 

NOT A SILVER SUSTAINABILITY BULLET 
 

It is a practice evident across food production-

consumption-redistribution systems 

 

It provides a focus to explore tensions and synergies 

between mainstream & diverse food economies  

 

It provides for living laboratories and test cases for 

developing appropriate governance systems 

 



FOOD SHARING & CIRCULAR ECONOMY 

 
 

Community growing 
– Hyper-local food, low resource intensity, resilience 

 

Eating together 
– Commensality, conviviality, social integration, connection 

 

Surplus food redistribution 
– Food and waste reduction, food security   
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