EUCYS 2025 Prizes

European Union Contest for Young Scientists 2025, Riga

The First Prize

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Anna Cerna Female 19 Role of RECQ4 in DNA replication
Czech Republic initiation

Evan Budz Male 15 Development of an Autonomous Bionic
Canada Sea Turtle Robot for Ecological

Monitoring using Al

Dani Zuhair Male 19 Investigation Into the Depth Dependent
Sweden Dynamics of Columnar Skyrmions

Antoni tuczak Male 18 On Apollonian Cubics in a Triangle

Poland



The Second Prize

Name

Ermis Tatsis

Sara Waqas

Carolina Coelho

CEREN SEL

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 16
Greece

Female 16
Canada

Female 18
Portugal

Female 17
Turkey

Project title

Hybrid turbineless propulsion engine with
on-board aluminum-based hydrogen
production

Neurobiologically Informed Targeted
Schizophrenia Treatment: A Multi-Omic,
fMRI Approach

Observational constraints on vector-like
dark energy

A Mathematical Modeling Study on the
Impact of Enteric Glia-Derived Interferon-
Gamma on Glioblastoma Progression



The Third Prize
Name

Ethan Shuai Yan

Sille Porsborg Christensen

Lili Szokolai

Mia Maurer

Misha Hegde

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 16
United States of America

Female 20
Denmark

Female 18
Hungary

Female 15
Germany

Female 15
Germany

Project title

RetinAl: A Low-Cost Al System With a
Wearable Headset and Retinal Imaging
for Eye Tumor Home-Screening

Soap Films as Minimal Surfaces: A Study
on Soap Film’s Behaviour Statically and
Dynamically

Development of peptide-drug conjugates
targeting glioblastoma stem cells

Bacteria on the menu 2.0

Bacteria on the menu 2.0



Special Jury Award

Name

Sandro Chikovani

Nikoloz Gegenava

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 16
Georgia

Male 16
Georgia

Project title

Al-Powered Aerial System for Intelligent
Search and Rescue Operations

Al-Powered Aerial System for Intelligent
Search and Rescue Operations



SIYSS

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title
Anna Cernd Female 19 Role of RECQ4 in DNA replication
Czech Republic initiation
Dani Zuhair Male 19 Investigation Into the Depth Dependent

Sweden Dynamics of Columnar Skyrmions



LIYSF

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Antoni tuczak Male 18 On Apollonian Cubics in a Triangle
Poland



ESA

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title
Johanna Freya Pluschke Female 19 Simulative Framework for the
Germany Development of Electrode-Less ECR

Electric Propulsion Systems



CERN

Name

Emma COUTELET

Kalvyn MARTIN

Bastien Alexandre GAFFET

Gender/Age/Nat.

Female 18
France

Male 18
France

Male 18
France

Project title

Robot J4, a Robotic Arm Designed to Play
Connect Four Against a Human Using the
Minimax Algorithm
Robot J4, a Robotic Arm Designed to Play
Connect Four Against a Human Using the
Minimax Algorithm
Robot J4, a Robotic Arm Designed to Play
Connect Four Against a Human Using the
Minimax Algorithm



EUROFusion

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Vincent Engelbrecht Male 19 Zoo management system
Germany



ESRF

Name

Lukas Emanuel Gurzeler

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 19
Switzerland

Project title

Nanoparticle-Drug Systems Against
Cancer. A Comparative Study of the
Encapsulation of Mono- and Tetra-
Substituted Porphyrins in Various
Nanoparticles



EMBL

Name

Lukas Lundgren

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 19
Sweden

Project title

Are Peptides the Antibiotics of the
Future? - A Practical Study on the
Development of Resistance Against
Antimicrobial Peptides in Gram-Negative
Bacteria



ESO

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Mariia Yatsiuk Female 16 Detection of transit signals of exoplanets
Ukraine in sector 85 of the telescope TESS



ILL

Name

Emil Pajak

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 18
Poland

Project title

Development of a manufacturing method
for 3D printing filament containing
ferromagnetic particles and enabling the
production of structures with arbitrary
magnetization



XFEL

Name

Sebastian Florin Tanase

Dragos Babusanu

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 19
Romania

Male 18
Romania

Project title

DIFFY - A Continuous-Contact Mechanical
Transmission System for Optimizing
Robotic Applications with a Limited
Number of Motors

DIFFY - A Continuous-Contact Mechanical
Transmission System for Optimizing
Robotic Applications with a Limited
Number of Motors



Regeneron ISEF 2026

Name

Alexandru Simedrea

Christian Matei Cazacu

Konstantinos Kampanis

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 17
Romania

Male 18
Romania

Male 16
Greece

Project title

Kivy - Applying Deep Recipe Embeddings
for Generation, Retrieval, and Nutritional
Analysis through a System for Augmented
Surface Interaction

Kivy - Applying Deep Recipe Embeddings
for Generation, Retrieval, and Nutritional
Analysis through a System for Augmented
Surface Interaction

Design and construction of a low-cost and
scalable ion thruster



Ellison Scholars Prize

Name

ELIF ECE GOKDAG

YAGMUR 0zGUL

Evan Budz

Gender/Age/Nat.

Female 15
Turkey

Female 15
Turkey

Male 15
Canada

Project title

HearMe : Convert Sign Language to Voice

HearMe : Convert Sign Language to Voice

Development of an Autonomous Bionic
Sea Turtle Robot for Ecological
Monitoring using Al



CNIC Prize

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Artlras Makselis Male 19 Molecular Targets for Antiviral Therapy of
Lithuania Intestinal Infections



CBE JU

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Evita Martinsone Female 18 The efficacy of natural plant oils in
Latvia ultraviolet radiation absorption



Swiss talent forum
Name

Francis Roops

Aleksis Veide

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 19
Latvia

Male 18
Latvia

Project title

Black ice and its detection with light

Black ice and its detection with light



Expo-Sciences Luxembourg

Name

Anna Marina Roos

Stoyan Hristov Ganchev

Zuzanna Kassner

Gender/Age/Nat.

Female 19
Switzerland

Male 19
Bulgaria

Female 18
Poland

Project title

The Influence of Hippie Pop Culture on
the Vietnam War

Biologically Inspired Hierarchical Vision-
Language-Action System for Robotics

Nano Support - Application of chitosan
nanoparticles and chitosan powder for
alleviating water stress in Lepidium
Sativum



EuCheMS

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title
Rolands Eisans Male 18 Synthesis of zinc nanowires, study of
Latvia properties and application in modification

of battery electrode



University of Latvia

Name Gender/Age/Nat. Project title

Anna Gasselseder Female 19 ParFormer — A Calculation Tool for the
Austria Energy Transition



Latvian Council of Science

Name

Abigail Hou Qi

Sunghyeon Lee

Yechan Hong

Jungwook Yang

Hyunjoon Seo

Elia Pietro Galli

Alice Barbieri

Giorgia Merolli

Shaheen Aljourdi

Rodrigo Von Mayer Goulart

Gender/Age/Nat.

Female 16

United States of America

Male 17
Korea (South)

Male 18
Korea (South)

Male 17
Korea (South)

Male 17
Korea (South)

Male 18
Italy

Female 19
Italy

Female 18
Italy

Male 17
Luxembourg

Male 17
Luxembourg

Project title

A Novel Biological Treatment for
Antibiotic-Resistant Vibrio Infection in
Aguaculture

Epigenetic Repression of Oncogene Using
tDeg System

Epigenetic Repression of Oncogene Using
tDeg System

Epigenetic Repression of Oncogene Using
tDeg System

Cross Linguistic Diagnosis of Parkinson's
Disease Using a Fine-Tuned Audio

Spectrogram Transformer
Bio-RuBisCO2

Bio-RuBisCO2

Bio-RuBisCO2

AURA, a bracelet for skin protection

through cancer and UV detection

AURA, a bracelet for skin protection
through cancer and UV detection



Fenna Theodora Engelina van Ginkel Female 17 Calcium2+ levels in cardiomyocytes of
Netherlands PLN-Patients

Sifra Aardema Female 18 Calcium2+ levels in cardiomyocytes of
Netherlands PLN-Patients



Workshop on Coding Theory

Name

Toma Kamata Sydnes

Gender/Age/Nat.

Male 19
Norway

Project title

How to mathematically evaluate whether
a rigid flat-foldable origami design will
unravel or not and whether it will unravel
completely og incompletely when pulled
from two points?



