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LEGAL NOTICE 

This document has been prepared for the European Commission however it reflects the views only of the 
authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information 
contained therein. 

More information on the European Union is available on the internet (http://europa.eu). 

© European Union, 2016. 
Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged. 

EUROPE DIRECT is a service to help you find answers  
to your questions about the European Union 

Freephone number (*): 
00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 

(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you) 
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ERIC FAQs  

Is the ERIC legal framework only appropriate for new research infrastructures?  

ERIC can be used for establishing new research infrastructures or for operating existing research 

infrastructures when members consider it useful to change their legal structures to become an 
ERIC. The assets and activities of the existing entity can be transferred to the ERIC, following 
appropriate (e. g. national) procedures.  

   

Can research organisations be members of an ERIC?  

Only Member States, associated countries, third countries other than associated countries and 
intergovernmental organisations can be members of an ERIC. However, a State may decide to be 

represented by one or more public entities or private entities with a public-service mission, e.g. 
research organisations or research councils, to exercise specified rights or fulfil specified obligations 
on its behalf.  

   

How long is the procedure to set up an ERIC?  

Stakeholders of future ERICs are encouraged to work together from the very beginning of the 
preparation for the ERIC and involve their national authorities when designing the ERIC and 

preparing the required documents. The estimated duration of the procedure is:  

 step 1: three months starting from the submission of the application  

 step 2: six months starting from the submission of the formal request to the European 
Commission  

The European Commission will assist potential applicants at all stages of the preparation of an 
ERIC.  

   

What is the status of the staff working for an ERIC?  

In national sites of distributed ERICs, staff employed by the members may be involved in the ERIC 
activities without any change in their employment status. Staff may also be seconded by the 
members to the ERIC. An ERIC may also recruit its own staff. The employment contracts will 
generally be governed by the law of the country in which staff is undertaking its activities.  

 

 



 

 

 

How to obtain EU publications 

Free publications: 

•  one copy: 
        via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu); 

•  more than one copy or posters/maps: 
        from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_en.htm);  
        from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_en.htm);  
        by contacting the Europe Direct service (http://europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm) or 
        calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*). 
         
        (*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you). 

Priced publications: 

•  via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).  

 

 

http://europa.eu.int/citizensrights/signpost/about/index_en.htm#note1#note1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 


