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What is the European Regional Innovation Scoreboard?

The Regional Innovation Scoreboard (RIS) is a regional extension of the European Innovation
Scoreboard (EIS). It provides a comparative assessment of regional innovation systems, replicating the
EIS methodology but with a reduced number of indicators due to the lower level of innovation data
availability at the regional level.

This edition of the Regional Innovation Scoreboard provides a comparative assessment of performance
of innovation systems across 239 regions of 22 EU Member States, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, and
the United Kingdom. Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Luxembourg and Malta are included at the country level,
as for these countries NUTS 1 and NUTS 2 levels are identical to the country territory.

What are the most innovative regions?

Like the EIS, where countries are classified into four innovation performance groups, Europe's regions
have been classified into regional Innovation Leaders (36 regions), regional Strong Innovators (70
regions), regional Moderate Innovators (69 regions), and regional Emerging Innovators (64 regions). 11
Countries have regions in more than two different performance groups.

The most innovative region in Europe is Hovedstaden in Denmark, followed by Helsinki-Uusimaa in
Finland, and Oberbayern in Germany. Stockholm in Sweden is in fourth place, and Berlin in Germany
is in fifth place.

Has regional performance improved over time?

Innovation performance has increased for 211 regions out of the total of 239 regions over the period
since 2016. There has been a process of convergence in regional performance over time, with
decreasing performance differences between regions.

The most innovative regions are typically in the most innovative countries. The Innovation Leaders
perform best on almost all indicators, in particular on those indicators measuring the performance of
their research system and business innovation, as shown in the following radar graph (Figure 1). The
line for the Innovation Leaders shows that these regions, on average, have the highest performance on
18 indicators, except on Non-R&D innovation expenditures, Innovation expenditures per employee, and
in Sales of new-to-market and new-to-enterprise innovations.

Has the RIS measurement framework changed?

The RIS 2023 follows the methodology of the EIS 2023 and uses data for 239 regions across Europe
for 21 of the 32 indicators used in the EIS 2023. Compared to the previous edition of the RIS, no changes
have been made to the methodology. The number of regions has declined from 240 to 239 regions as
for Norway data are available for only 6 regions as compared to 7 regions in the RIS 2021.

Profiles for all 239 regions are available online. Like the EIS country profiles, these also include tables
with contextual data on the economic structure, business indicators and socio-demographic to illustrate
possible impacts of structural differences on performance scores.

The list of indicators used in the RIS 2023 can be found in Table 2 of the Regional Innovation Scoreboard
2023. A detailed description of the RIS measurement framework is provided in the accompanying RIS
2023 Methodology Report.



Figure 1 - Average scores by RIS regional performance group
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Average scores for each performance group relative to the EU average (=100). Scores are corrected and calculated excluding
countries for which statistical regions at NUTS 1 and NUTS 2 do not exist (Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Luxembourg and Malta). Full
details are provided in the RIS 2023 Methodology Report.



GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU

In person
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest
you online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

On the phone or in writing
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union.
You can contact this service:

- by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls),
- at the following standard number: +32 22999696,
- via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us _en.

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU

Online
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website (european-

union.europa.eu).

EU publications
You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications can be obtained
by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

EU law and related documents
For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, go to

EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu).

EU open data

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be
downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also provides access to a
wealth of datasets from European countries.
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This report provides answers to several questions
on the 2023 edition of the European Regional
Innovation Scoreboard.
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