
 

 

Members of the EU Science Diplomacy Working Groups 

 

Disclaimer: The EU Science Diplomacy Working Groups have an informal character and 
members are expected to speak in their personal capacity. The mentioning of their affiliations 
in this list is for information purposes only. 

 

Coordinator of the Working Group Co-chairs: 

Luk Van Langenhove, Emeritus Professor in International Affairs at Brussels School of 
Governance, Free University of Brussels, Belgium 

 

 

WG1: Using science diplomacy strategically to tackle geopolitical challenges in a 
fragmented, multipolar world  

 

Science Co-chair: Johanna Ketola, Researcher, University of Turku, Finland [until 
13/03/2024] 
Effrosyni Chelioti, Deputy Managing Director, Helmholtz 
Association, Germany [since 13/03/2024] 

Diplomacy Co-chair: Alar Olljum, Senior Policy Advisor, Policy Planning and Strategic 
Foresight Division, European External Action Service 

Supported by Stéphanie Balme, Director, Center for International Studies (CERI), 
SciencesPo 

 

Members:   

Karina Barquet, Team Leader Water, Coasts and Oceans, Stockholm Environment Institute, 
Sweden 

Jean-Christophe Bonté, Deputy Director for International Relations, Alternative Energies 
and Atomic Energy Commission (CEA), France 

Andrea Braun Střelcová, Predoctoral Fellow, Max Planck Institute for the History of 
Science, Germany 

Cecilia Dahlberg, Deputy Director, Government Offices, Sweden 

Sanja Damjanovic, Scientist, GSI Helmholtzzentrum für Schwerionenforschung, Germany 

Brigitte Decadt, Senior Advisor for International Cooperation, BELSPO, Belgium 

Stefan Delfs, Head of International Science Policy Division, German Foreign Office 

Domenico De Martinis, Scientific Counsellor, Embassy of Italy to Egypt, Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

Sebastiaan Den Bak, Head of International Policy and Knowledge, Dutch Research Council 
(NWO), The Netherlands 

Sari Eriksson, Senior Specialist, Ministry of Education and Culture, Finland 
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Maja Fjaestad, Associate Professor, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 

Ulrike Freitag, Director Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient, Freie Universität Berlin, 
Germany 

Andreas Göthenberg, Executive Director, Swedish Foundation for International 
Cooperation in Research and Higher Education (STINT), Sweden 

James Hammond, Professor of Geophysics, University of London 

Birutė Kunigėlytė-Žiūkienė, Attaché, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Lithuania 

Selim Louafi, Deputy Director for Research and Strategy, Head of International Relations 
and Europe, CIRAD, France 

Mihaela Daciana Natea, Associate Professor, George Emil Palade University of Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Science, and Technology of Târgu Mureş, Romania 

Barry O'Sullivan, Professor, Director Insight Centre for Data Analytics, School of 
Computer Science & IT, University College Cork, Ireland 

Alice Pannier, Head of the Geopolitics of Technology Programme, French Institute of 
International Relations, France 

Sorin Popa, Programme Manager, Service for Foreign Policy Instruments, European 
Commission 

Giuseppe Provenzano, Project Manager Higher Education and Research, Union for the 
Mediterranean 

Piotr Rakowski, Senior Advisor for Arctic Policy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Poland 

José Manuel Ramírez Arrazola, Counsellor, Spanish Permanent Mission to the United 
Nations in Vienna, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, Spain 

Pierre-Bruno Ruffini, Professor of International Economics, University of Le Havre 
Normandie, France 

Erika Staël von Holstein, Chief Executive, Re-Imagine Europa 

Katya Todorova, Legal and Policy Analyst, Bulgarian Diplomatic Institute, Bulgaria 

Mitchell Young, Assistant Professor, Charles University Prague, Czech Republic 
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WG 2: Making European diplomacy more strategic, effective and resilient through 
scientific evidence and foresight 

 

Science Co-chair: Ana Elorza Moreno, Science Advice and Diplomacy Coordinator, 
Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology (FECYT) [until 
13/03/2024] 

Christiane Diehl, Officer for Science Diplomacy Research, German 
National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina [since 13/03/2024] 

Diplomacy Co-chair: Arnold Obermayr, Head of Scientific Cooperation and Science 
Diplomacy Unit, Federal Ministry of European and International 
Affairs, Austria 

 

Members: 

Piergiorgio Alotto, Scientific Attaché, Embassy of Italy in Germany, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation of Italy 

Carolina Cañibano, Tenured Scientist currently seconded to the Brussels Delegation of the 
Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) 

Teresa Chavarría Giménez, Policy Officer, European Commission, European Health 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority (DG HERA) [since 21/03/2024] 

Emilian Cioc, Deputy Director for Western Europe, Agence Universitaire de la 
Francophonie (AUF) 

Benoît Dardelet, Directeur de projets, Ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires Étrangères, 
France 

Matthias De Moor, Representative of Flanders to the EU, Government of Flanders, Belgium 

Antonella Di Trapani, Head of Nuclear Education, Capacity Building and Knowledge 
Management, OECD Nuclear Energy Agency 

Servaas Duterloo, Head of EU Research Funding & International Programmes, Delft 
University of Technology, The Netherlands 

Dovilė Gailiūtė-Janušonė, Science and Innovation Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs / 
Research Council of Lithuania 

Elżbieta Gralińska, Postdoctoral Scientist, Roche, Switzerland 

Søren Tranberg Hansen, Science and Innovation Consul / Deputy Head of Mission in 
Bangalore (India), Danish Ministry of Science and Higher Education / Danish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

Blanka Havlickova, Director, Confido Institute, Czech Republic 

Minna Huttunen, Ministerial Adviser, Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

Jadranka Jezeršek Turnes, Director, Kontekst, Institute for Science Communication, 
Slovenia  
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Krzysztof Kania, Policy Officer for Strategy and Foresight, European Commission, DG 
Research and Innovation 

Mihalis Kritikos, Policy Analyst on AI Ethics, European Commission, DG Research and 
Innovation 

Nataša Lovrić, Associate Professor, University of Eastern Finland 

Jorge Tiago Martins, Senior Scientist, Foresight and Data Economy, VTT Technical 
Research Centre of Finland 

Darío Otero Castro, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Spain in Serbia, Spanish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

Volker Rachold, Head of German Arctic Office, Alfred Wegener Institute – Helmholtz 
Center for Polar and Marine Research, Germany 

Maria Rentetzi, Professor for Science, Technology and Gender Studies, Friedrich-
Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg, Germany 

Hugo Maria Schally, Adviser for International Negotiations, European Commission, DG 
Environment 

Zane Šime, Affiliated Researcher and PhD candidate, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU) 
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WG 3: Strengthening science diplomacy in EU and Member States’ delegations and 
embassies and fostering the EU’s global science diplomacy outreach 

 

Science Co-chair: Tiina Vihma-Purovaara, Senior Ministerial Advisor, Finnish 
Ministry of Education and Culture 

Diplomacy Co-chair: Laurent Bochereau, EU Science Counsellor to the African 
Union, European External Action Service 

 

Members: 

Sigita Auvertin, National Contact Point for Health of Horizon Europe, Research Council of 
Lithuania 

Mattias Björnmalm, Secretary General, CESAER 

Derya Büyüktanir Karacan, Researcher and Professorial Lecturer, George Washington 
University, USA [since 15/02/2024] 

Giusi Condorelli, Science Attaché for Health, Embassy of Italy to the United States, Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

Tim Flink, Scientific Advisor, Deutscher Bundestag, Germany 

Cecilia Flocco, Senior Scientist and Scientific Coordinator, Leibniz Biodiversity Hub, 
Leibniz Institute German Collection of Microorganisms and Cell Cultures (DSMZ), Germany 

Mathieu Guerin, Attaché for Science and Higher Education, Deputy Head of Cooperation, 
Ambassade de France au Kenya, Ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères 

Ségolène Halley des Fontaines, Director for International Affairs, Institut national de 
recherche pour l’agriculture, l’alimentation et l’environnement (INRAE), France 

María Estelí Jarquín, International Relations Coordinator, UK Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology, United Kingdom 

Tonka Kostadinova, Research Fellow, Academy of International Affairs NRW, Germany 
[until 15/02/2024] 

Andrei Luca, Director for Cultural Diplomacy, Education and Science, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Romania 

Sohail Luka, Policy Officer, European Commission, DG Education, Youth, Sport and 
Culture 

Claudia Nospickel, Head of International Scientific Cooperations Section, German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 

Jonas Örtquist, Coordinator, Offices of Science and Innovation, Ministry of Climate and 
Enterprise, Sweden 

Alicia Pérez-Porro, Scientific Coordinator, Ecological and Forestry Applications Research 
Centre (CREAF), Spain 

Valeria Pettorino, Project Scientist, ESA-ESTEC, European Space Agency 
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Minh-Hà Pham, Counsellor for Science and Technology, Head of the Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation Department, Ambassade de France au Royaume-Uni, Ministère de 
l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères  

João Mourato Pinto, Professor of Diplomacy, University of Minho, Portugal 

Maia Salholz-Hillel, Research Fellow, QUEST Center for Responsible Research, Berlin 
Institute of Health, Charité Universitätsmedizin, Germany 

Jean-Michel Sers, Policy Officer, European Commission, DG International Partnerships 

Santiago Sierra González del Castillo, Head of Coordination of Cultural and Scientific 
Relations Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation – 
Spanish Agency of Cooperation for the Development (AECID) 

Dhoya Snijders, Science, Technology and Innovation Counsellor, Dutch Embassy in India, 
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Olli Suominen, Counsellor for Education and Science, Finnish Embassy in China, Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs of Finland 

Veronika Wittmann, Associate Professor for Global Studies, Johannes Kepler University 
Linz, Austria 
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WG 4: Building capacity for European science diplomacy  

 

Science Co-chair: Jean-Christophe Mauduit, Associate Professor, University 
College London 

Diplomacy Co-chair:  Martina Schubert, Deputy Director, Vienna School of 
International Studies 

Supported by Martina Hartl, Deputy Head of International Research Cooperation and 
Science Diplomacy Unit, Austrian Ministry for Education, Science and Research 

 

Members: 

Katalin Alföldi, Policy Officer, COST Association 

Paul Arthur Berkman, Founder and President, Science Diplomacy Center / Senior Fellow, 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)  

Janusz Bujnicki, Professor of Biological Sciences, International Institute of Molecular and 
Cell Biology in Warsaw, Poland 

Emanuela Colombo, Full Professor in Engineering for Cooperation and Development / 
Advanced Thermodynamics and Thermoeconomics, Politecnico di Milano, Italy 

Cátia Miriam Costa, Researcher and Invited Professor, Department of Political Economy, 
ISCTE - University Institute of Lisbon, Portugal 

Andrea Crisanti, Professor of Molecular Parasitology, Imperial College London / Senator, 
Italian Senate 

Agota David, Science Attaché, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU 

Kurt Deketelaere, Secretary-General, League of European Research Universities (LERU) 

Marga Gual Soler, Head of Science Diplomacy Capacity Building, Geneva Science and 
Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA) 

Joost Kleuters, Director for Internationalisation and Languages, Rhine-Waal University, The 
Netherlands 

Léonard Laborie, Researcher, CNRS, France 

Izaskun Lacunza, Science for Policy Director, Spanish Foundation for Science and 
Technology (FECYT) 

Lourdes Meléndez, Head of Science Diplomacy Section, Directorate of Cultural and 
Scientific Relations Coordination, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation – Spanish Agency of Cooperation for the Development (AECID) 

Ralf Mitschke, Research Assistant, Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg, 
Faculty of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Theology, Chair of Science, Technology and 
Gender Studies, Germany 

François Ravetta, Laboratoire Atmosphères, Observations Spatiales (LATMOS), Professor, 
Paris Sorbonne Université, France 

Alexis Roig, Chief Executive Officer, SciTech DiploHub, Spain 



 

 
 

 

 8 

Sergey Sizov, Science Diplomacy Officer, International Institute for Applied Systems 
Analysis (IIASA), Austria 

Lene Topp, Science Diplomacy Capacity Building Expert, Topp Advice 

Piero Venturi, Policy Officer, European Commission, DG Research and Innovation 

Miroslav Veskovic, Professor, Head of the Nuclear Physics Group, University of Novi Sad, 
Serbia 

Anna Vosečková, Senior Research Manager, Technology Centre Prague, Czech Republic 

Sibylle Wentker, Director International Relations, Fellowships and Awards, Research 
Funding, Austrian Academy of Sciences 

Nadezda Witzanyova, Senior Officer for External Affairs, Extreme Light Infrastructure 
ERIC 
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WG 5: Definition, principles and EU added value of European science diplomacy  

 

Science Co-Chair: Pascal Griset, Professor of Contemporary History, Paris 
Sorbonne Université, France  

Diplomacy Co-Chair:  Gabriella Papp, Head of Science Diplomacy Unit, Hungarian  
                                                Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Supported by Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen, Professor of Northern Studies, Arctic University 
of Norway at Tromsø 

 

Members: 

Antonella Autino, Manager, PRIMA EU Partnership 

Martin Bech, Senior Advisor, Danish Academy of Technical Sciences (ATV) 

Barbora Bruant Gulejova, STEM Ambassador, University of Bern / ATLAS Collaboration 
of CERN 

Lucian Brujan, Programme Director International Relations / Berlin Process Coordinator for 
Education, Science, Innovation, German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina 

Melanie dos Santos Mendes, Head National and International Relations, Corporate 
Development, Forschungszentrum Jülich, Germany 

Emmanuelle Gardan, Director, Coimbra Group 

Emmanuelle Garnier, President, Université Toulouse – Jean Jaurès, France 

Albin Gaunt, Policy Manager, Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation in 
Research and Higher Education (STINT) 

David Honys, Deputy Vice-President, President of the Council for International Affairs, 
Czech Academy of Sciences 

Valentin Katrandzhiev, Chief Expert, Bulgarian Diplomatic Institute 

Kathrin Kohs, Deputy Head of International Affairs Division, German Research Foundation 
(DFG) 

Anne Kovalainen, Professor of Entrepreneurship and Business Knowhow, University of 
Turku, Finland 

Sophie Lemahieu, Senior Policy Officer, Science Europe 

Nicolas Levrat, Director of the Global Studies Institute, Université de Genève, Switzerland 

Angela Liberatore, Head of Scientific Management Unit, European Research Council 
Executive Agency (ERCEA) 

Peter Maassen, Professor in Higher Education Studies, University of Oslo  

Siegfried Martin-Diaz, Advisor for Science and Technology, Ambassade de France en 
Allemagne, Ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères  

Raoul Mille, Science Counsellor, Représentation permanente de la France auprès des 
organisations des Nations Unies à Rome  
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Elif Özkaragöz Doğan, Lecturer, Hacettepe University, Türkiye 

José María Robles Fraga, Minister Counsellor for Cultural and Scientific Affairs, Spanish 
Embassy in the United Kingdom, Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation  

Johanna Seibert, Deputy Head for Strategic Planning, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, 
Germany 

Vitalij Suprun, PhD candidate, Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University, Ukraine / 
Visiting postgraduate researcher (non-resident), University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom 

Victoria Villamar, Head of Engagement and External Relations, European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


