Open Science Monitor Indicators Workshop

Open Science Monitor is a project initiated by the European Commission in 2013 with the aim
of monitoring and analyzing open science trends worldwide in a collaborative and open way.
In 2017 the new consortium was set out by the Commission to review Open Science Monitor
indicators and establish better, more complete monitoring system together with the
community. In that spirit the new methodology of the Open Science Monitor was published
online for community revision with over 300 comments collected.

As a second stage of consultation 15 open science experts have taken part in the Open Science
Monitor Indicators Validation Workshop on the 19 September 2018 in Brussels. The objective
of the workshop was to:
. To validate the methodology, revised according to the feedback received online,
J To refine new indicators and source.

The experts discussed together with consortium, represented by CWTS University of Leiden,
The Lisbon Council and ESADE, as well as subcontractor Elsevier, indicators divided into three
sections: Open Access indicators, indicators for Open Research Data and Open Collaboration
indicators.

The discussion addressed the key critical points of the updated methodology.

1. It was clarified why proprietary data are necessary to building indicators, as things
stand at the moment. In particular, the consortium explained the advantage of
proprietary data (e.g. Scopus) over open data (e.g. Crossref) — see slides. Of course,
with the deployment of the Open Science Cloud, in the future we can expect open and
machine generated indicators to become automatically available, but it’s not the case
now.

2. The consortium will also put in place additional measures to address the feedback
received. First and foremost, Unpaywall will be integrated with Scopus data to provide
the most complete possible coverage. In addition, the consortium will carry out and
publish ad hoc comparison between the results using Scopus and WoS.

3. Elsevier has also agreed to allow access to Scopus data for the purposes of research
and replication of results, so any researcher interested in having access can contact
the consortium mailbox with a motivated request.

4. What is clear is that of today there is no ready-made solution for monitoring Open
Science. In particular, in the domain of open research data and open code, there are
huge data gap. For this reason, participants agreed on the need for on-going
continuous collaboration. To this end, the consortium will open an online
collaboration space to define better indicators and data sources, open to all interested
parties.

Last but not least, as planned, an Open Science Monitor Expert Advisory Board composed of
workshop participants has been set up. The Advisory Board will be chaired by professor Ziga



Turk, Scientific Advisor of the project and member of the high-level expert group of the
European Open Science Cloud.
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