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Current and past positions:  

 

Jan. 2010 - present: Split appointment:  

 George and Setsuko Ishiyama Provostial Professor, School of Earth, Energy & 

Environmental Sciences, and Senior fellow, Woods Institute for the 

Environment, Stanford University, California, USA; 

 Professor, Earth & Life Institute, Université catholique de Louvain, Louvain-la-

Neuve, Belgium; 

 

 2002-03: Residential Fellowship, Center for Advanced Studies in the 

Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University, California, USA;  

 Oct. 1995: Professor, Department of Geography, Université catholique de 

Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium; 

 Sept. 1993: Expert for the European Commission, Institute for Remote 

Sensing Applications, Joint Research Centre, Ispra, Italy; 

 Jan. 1991: Assistant Professor, Boston University, Department of Geography, 

United States. 

 

Awards, fellowships:  

 

 2019: Blue Planet Prize awarded "in recognition of outstanding achievements 

in scientific research and its application that have helped provide solutions to 

global environmental problems" (http://www.af-

info.or.jp/en/blueplanet/about.html); 

 2016: Honorary degree “Doctor rerum naturalium honoris causa”, Faculty of 

Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany 

 2014: Volvo Environment Prize awarded for "Outstanding innovations or 

scientific discoveries which in broad terms fall within the environmental field" 

(http://www.environment-prize.com/); 

 Since 2014: Thomson Reuters Highly Cited Researcher; 

 2010: Member of the Academia Europaea; 

 2010: Fellow of the European Academy of Sciences; 

 2009: Francqui prize in Sciences; 

 2009: International Member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences; 

 2006: Member of the Royal Academy of  Science, Letters and Fine arts of 

Belgium. 

 

Publications: 
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 Published over 210 peer-reviewed scientific papers; 

 Published three broad audience books, including “An Ecology of Happiness” 

(University of Chicago Press/Editions le Pommier). 

 

PhD students supervision : 

 

 38 PhD students supervised at Université catholique de Louvain and Stanford 

University. 


